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 Message from the President 
 

Dear Club Members, 

 

I’m writing this message right after our picnic and what a picnic we had. 

Everybody I talked to had a good time. It was a challenge for our cooks, 

bakers and volunteers because we had so many new people helping out. I 

really have to say a huge THANK YOU to all of them and that includes Joe 

Klemm who entertained us with his music. 

Rainer Heichele our new Secretary had the splendid idea to print the 2015 

Event Dates on the back of our membership directory. This way everybody 

has a copy and knows about our activities. 

I’m currently working on the 2016 schedule and it is getting more 

complicated to get good bands for our dances. If you see or hear a good 

band that you like let me know, because I’m always on the lookout for 

good musicians. 

Our Anniversary dance is coming up on March 28, 15 and I know it will be 

an elegant and fun-filled event. Please make your reservations early and if 

you have to cancel let us know. There is a lot of work that goes into our 

functions and nobody likes last minute surprises.   

When you make your reservation Brigitte might ask you for a cake. Don’t 

give her a hard time – we all love home baked cakes and it is a good source 

of revenue for the club since we don’t make any profits at our dances.  

 

Hope to see you all at the next dance. 

 

                                                                        Dieter 
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Dear Members of the German-American-Social-Club of Sarasota, 
 

Let me first introduce myself to you: My name is Rainer Heichele; and I am honored to be your new 

secretary. 

Following Rosemarie Deutsch I have BIG shoes to fill. She did a remarkable job over the last  years 

informing you of what is going on in and what is planned by The Club, provided you with 

Newsletters of great to know information and customs of Germany as well as of our new homeland; 

and most importantly- besides attending to other tasks- issued our Club’s address book.   Thank you 

for a perfect hand-over!  
 

Founded in 1951, our Club has a rich history. By going through the documents, newsletters and photo 

albums of GASC it became obvious that the members loved and celebrated “Gemütlichkeit” and were 

eager to get together at the various functions, dances and parties. It was and still is a very lively 

group! Whether it is ‘Fasching’, ‘Western Dance’, ‘May-Dance’, ‘Wein-Fest’, ‘Oktoberfest’, ‘Wiener 

Ball’ or ‘New Year’s Eve’ –just to name a few-  we are having fun and enjoy dancing to the tunes of 

our live music. And not to forget the delicious dinner and tasty cakes prepared by members for 

members. Over time I will highlight some of the events from the yesteryears. 
 

 

March 28, 2015 64
th
 Anniversary Dance Just The 2 of Us 

April 25, 2015 Hawaiian Night Manni Daum 

May 16, 2015 Mai Tanz / May Dance Just The 2 of Us 

July 25, 2015 Sommerfest Manni Daum 

September 26, 2015 Oktoberfest Just The 2 of Us 

Dances are held at the VFW, Post 3233, 124 South Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34237. 

For reservations for the dances as well as dinner call Brigitte at (941) 371-7786 or e-mail her at  b.wetjen@verizon.net 

and the deadline is the Wednesday before the event unless otherwise indicated 

Dances start at 6 pm, and last until 10:00pm with dinner served around 7:00pm; doors open at 5:30 pm 
 

 
 

GASC-German American Social Club of Sarasota reserves the right to change menus, events, bands and entertainment w/o prior notice 

Menu for March 28, 2015 

Bratwurst, 
Sauerkraut, Potato Salad, German Bread, Butter 

$6.00 

Cake - $2.00, Coffee - free

Menu for April 25, 2015 

Hessisch Ham, 
Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, German Bread, Butter 

$6.00 

Cake - $2.00, Coffee - free

Menu for May 16, 2015 

1 Pair Frankfurter, 
Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, German Bread, Butter 

$6.00 

Cake - $2.00, Coffee - free

Menu for July 25, 2015 

Bratwurst, 
Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, German Bread, Butter 

$6.00 

Cake - $2.00, Coffee - free

Menu for September 26, 2015 

 

Bauernwurst,  

Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, Pretzel 

$6.00 
Cake -$2.00, Coffee - free 

www.SarasotaGermanClub.org 
 

stay in touch and sign up for the  

GASC – Newsgroup with Google  

to always get the latest alerts & information
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Since the last announcement in the October 2014-Newsletter, we warmly welcome our new members: 
            

 

For our new members with internet access as well as a reminder for those who have not subscribed, have  

changed internet provider and/or their email address. 
 
In order to receive Brigitte Wetjen’s very informative monthly reminders and updates for our dances, picnics, 
possible changes and alerts, etc. via email, you have to subscribe to our GASC group by doing the following: 
 

1) Go to our club’s website http://www.sarasotagermanclub.org, click on E-NEWS and fill in your 

CORRECT and COMPLETE email address and click on SUBSCRIBE. 
 
2) If you entered your email address correctly, shortly thereafter you will receive an email from 

noreply@googlegroups.com titled “Confirm your Subscription” which you have to open and then 

click on “JOIN THIS GROUP”. Shortly thereafter you will get a window “Subscribe Successful”, just 
click on OK and you are done. 

 

These two simple steps are all you have to do to be registered. You will get the CONGRATULATIONS 

window when the subscription is complete.  
 

If by chance you have not received the email from noreply@googlegroups.com within a day, either you have 

entered an incorrect address or the message ended up in your SPAM or JUNK box. Check your SPAM and 

JUNK boxes and if you do not find the message there, subscribe again double-checking for correct email 
address.                                                                                              (Thank you Erwin Deutsch for the information) 

 

Western 
Night 
January 24,  
Music by  
Peter & Edith 
Müller 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this time our Club is going strong with 136 members. 

 

Heidi & Jack Adjami 

Gisela Bender-Degen 

Angela & Dieter Hofmann 

Gabriele & Werner Kosak 

Sunny Meyers 

Edith Norby 

Heidi & John Sims 

http://www.sarasotagermanclub.org/
mailto:noreply@googlegroups.com
mailto:noreply@googlegroups.com
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And then it happened on Valentine’s Day @8:05pm 

 

Helmut Sauter asked Marianne Hacker 

to marry him…… “ YES !”.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Membership Meeting, March 5, 2015, Fruitville Library. 
Reports were given by the President, Treasurer, Membership Secretary and other officers. Despite minor losses 

for the year 2014 the Club is in good standing. It was proposed to have 3 events with formal attire: 

Anniversary Dance; Wiener Ball; New Year’s Eve.  

The activities and tasks for the Club Picnic on March 15 at Longwood Park starting at 11:00am were reviewed. 
It is free for members; guests will pay $10.00 pP. The task list was established and volunteers are asked to 

report at 9:30am .  
                                                                                                                                                                  .  

We wish all of our members who are sick or not feeling well a speedy recovery 
.                                           Our thoughts are with you                                      . 

 

 

To our snowbirds: We wish you all a safe trip back to your summer residence  

and hope to see you again next season.  

To all travelers around here or around the globe, enjoy and be safe. 
+++++++ 

Enclosed is the 2015 version of our Membership Directory. If you did let us know about any 

and all changes in address, telephone number and e-mail address, it should be quite current. 
 

 

 
Fasching Feb 14, 2015: Music by Manni Daum 

The Fasching  Dance 

(Carnival), was a roaring 

evening; and most importantly 
it turned out to be very special:  
It was also Valentine’s Day. 
At our Fasching Dance we had 
 a lot of fun and our members  
really let their imaginations flow 
with their wonderful costumes.  
The best costumes were rewarded 

in different categories. 
      

 
 



German-American Social Club of Sarasota / Newsletter March - April 2015 

                                             Page: 5  

 

Pictures from the Picnic @ Longwood Park 

 
 

 March 15, 2015 
 

 

  
 

 

    
 

    

 

 

 

     
 

Rainer Heichele, Secretary, rheichele (at) yahoo.com 
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Pretzels. 

 
I found an interesting story about the ‘Pretzel’ which I wanted to share with you. 
 
 

“There are several unconfirmed stories about the invention of the pretzel, but the 

earliest recorded evidence of pretzels is their appearance in the crest of German bakers' 

guilds in the year 1111.  

A pretzel was also depicted in an 1185 painting of a banquet for the Persian King 

Ahaseurus, which was published in the Hortus Deliciarum, a medieval manuscript that 

was compiled in Alsace (which at that time was claimed by the German Empire).  
 

A prayer book from 1140 also shows St. 

Bartholomew surrounded by pretzels. Later images 

show pretzels hung around childrens' necks on New 

Year's Day for good luck, on Christmas trees in 

Austria and as part of Easter egg hunts in Germany.  

During the 16th century, pretzels were consumed on 

Good Friday, and some Catholics considered them an 

important part of Lent.  
 

Pretzels were deeply integrated in both religion and German culture. As a result, 

German immigrants brought pretzels with them when they came to the US in the 

1700s, and pretzels quickly became a staple food of the Pennsylvania Dutch.  
 

In 1861, a man named Julius Sturgis founded the first pretzel bakery in the US, calling 

it the Sturgis Pretzel House. The bakery, which is located in Lititz, Pennsylvania, 

continues to produce pretzels and is also a tourist attraction, run by Sturgis' 

descendants. To this day, Pennsylvania remains a hot spot for pretzel production, 

producing about 80 percent of all pretzels in the US. 
 

In Germany, pretzels also grew in popularity and can now be found at food carts, fairs 

and festivals and childrens' lunch boxes. From Germany's Oktoberfest to the pretzel 

stand at a US shopping mall, this medieval European delicacy has made its way around 

the world.” 
 

                                          © www.Germany.info; By Nicole Glass, Editor of The Week in Germany   
 

  


