
German-American Social Club   

of Sarasota 

axãáÄxààxÜ 8/2007 

Dear Fellow Club Members, 

 

Have a look. Isn’t it hard to believe that we lost our President, full of life and energy, so 
quickly? Judging from the phone calls I received, there were a lot of questions. I recently sat 
down with Heide and she very graciously gave me a glimpse into their lives separate from our 
club and with her permission I’d like to share it with you.  
 
Dennis Troy Myrick was born on 
November 12, 1945, the youngest of five 
children, in Baltimore, MD, where he was 
raised and went to college. He was 
drafted, served in the Navy and did two 
tours in Vietnam.  He met Heide in 1979 
and they married in 1984. They had 5 
children between them: Ron, Troy, 
Bianca, Natalie and Darryl, and now 
have 13 grand- children.   
   
Heide’s job took them to Europe often and 
they explored the different countries, 
but Dennis loved the German people and 
German culture the most. 
 
The Myricks moved to Sarasota about 15 
years ago. Dennis had enough of the 
building trade and wished to pursue his hobby with dietary supplements. He went back to 
school, received his degree in Natural Health and he and Heide opened their first vitamin 
store. Since then they opened a second one. He played racquetball to keep fit and his favorite 
food was Schnitzel (Wiener, Jäger, a la Holstein or any other way it might be served). 
 
In May of this year, Dennis had some health issues, but armed with some medication, he, 
Heide and their daughter Bianca (as her graduation from college present) left for Europe the 
middle of May and had a wonderful time. Only during the last few days Dennis was not feeling 
that well. The pain had returned and as soon as they came home, tests were done and the 
prognosis was grim. Dennis died on June 14th at the VA Hospital in St. Petersburg of lung 
cancer, a very aggressive kind (one of the many causes that comes to mind is Agent Orange). 
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As many of you know, on June 20th we held a Celebration of Life service at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall on Fruitville. The turnout was amazing and wonderful. Family, GASC members 
and other friends (more than 165 altogether) crowded the hall to pay tribute to his life. His 
sisters spoke eloquently about growing up in the Myrick house, his children of their love and 
admiration for him, and his friends of the caring, kind and always-ready-to-lend-a-helping- 
hand man we all knew. 
 
Dennis had a military burial with full honors and is laid to rest there in St. Petersburg (with 
enough room for Heide when it is her time to join him). 
 
Heide wants everybody to know how much she appreciates the very many comforting notes and 
letters she has received and if anybody did not get a Thank-You note, please accept this as her 
heartfelt appreciation for all the support and kindness. She also wants us all to know how 
much the club meant to Dennis and how much he loved its members.  
 
We will miss you terribly, Dennis, and as you are smiling over our events,    maybe you’ll say: 

“I’m missing my dance with Erika!” 

 

 

       Rosemarie 

 
 

Following our Club By-Laws, Dieter H. Schneider, will be our new president until the 

next election and, hopefully, beyond. Congratulations on your new position, Dieter. You 

have big shoes to fill, but we are sure you will fill them comfortably. 

 

 

 

     We warmly welcome five new members: 

 

Allan & Julie Chytroswki 

Walter & Christel Herz 

Rev.  Donald Baier 
 

 

Our Sunshine Lady, Hilde Freitag, has nothing to report. No news is often good news, but 

there are a few of our members who still need our thoughts and good wishes for a 

complete recovery. 

 

 

As of July 23, 2007, Gerhard and Katharina Scheucher have moved to Newnan, GA. 

They would like to spend more time with their three grandsons, ages 6, 9 and 10. They 

will, however, try to come down and visit and surprise us at a dance here and there. 
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The following information bears repeating now and then and is also for all our new 

members since the first of the year: 

 

All dances start at 7 pm, doors open at 6:30 pm and are being held at the Knights of 

Columbus Hall, 4880 Fruitville Road, Sarasota. For reservations please call Brigitte 

Wetjen at 371-7786 or e-mail  b.wetjen@verizon.net as far ahead as possible. We also 

mentioned time and again, please be considerate. If you have reservations and cannot 

make it, let Brigitte know so that someone else can enjoy the evening and if you wish to 

bring guests, include them in your reservations. It is hard work to plan the functions for 

large crowds and a lot of last minute surprises can take the fun and enthusiasm out of 

anyone willing to coordinate groups and accommodate everyone’s request. We are 

definitely bound by the Hall, for safety reasons, as to how many people we may admit. 

So, please no surprises!  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

Our upcoming functions for the rest of 2007 will be: 
 

 

August  4, 2007            Alpen Diamanten       Sommerfest 

 

September 12, 2007       Business Meeting 7 pm  at       Gulf Gate Library 

 

September 22, 2007       Peter Mueller      Weinfest 

 

October 27, 2007       Euro Express       Oktoberfest 

 

November 11, 2007       Club Picnic        Longwood Park 

 

November 14, 2007       Business Meeting 7 pm at      Gulf Gate Library 

 

November 17, 2007       Peter Mueller      Wiener Abend 

 

December  15, 2007       Sepp Diepolder       Christmas Party 

 

December 31, 2007       Sepp Diepolder       New Year’s Eve 

 

What world-famous event begins every year in Germany on the third Saturday in 

September? * 
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An excellent idea from one of our members:   Did you know... 
 

You can now go online to the Florida Department of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles 

and enter two (2) emergency contacts on your Florida Driver’s License (electronically), 

which can only be retrieved by a police officer. This came about as a result of one 

woman's teenage daughter being killed in a car accident and taking over 5 hours to locate 

the mother to inform her.  This way, if you are in an accident, the police can run the 

driver’s license and have the emergency information immediately.  

 

This is really awesome!  Many of us travel throughout our workday.  If anything should 

happen, it's comforting to know that there is a way to contact our loved ones within 

minutes. It is a secure encrypted website. 
 

 https://www6.hsmv.state.fl.us/dlcheck/findcustomer 
 

Thank you, Klaus. 



 

German-American Social Club of Sarasota -                            Page 5 

 

 

 

 Believe it or not, the summer is half over and next month the world’s largest fair will be 

starting again. We all know it as 
 

*Oktoberfest 

 
This year it will be held from September 22

nd
 to October 7

th 
, as always on the Theresien-

wiese (“d’ Wiesn” for short) in Munich. Beer, of course, plays a central role in this fair, 

with every festival beginning at 12 noon with a twelve gun salute and a keg of beer 

tapped by the Mayor of Munich who declares “O’zapft is!” (Bavarian: “It’s tapped!”). A 

special Oktoberfest beer (called Wiesnbier) is brewed for the occasion, which is slightly 

darker and stronger, in both taste and alcohol.  

 

About 6 million people visit the 42 hectare large Theresienwiese each year. 72% of them 

are from Bavaria and 15% from foreign countries like the surrounding EU-countries and 

other non-European countries like the United States, Japan and Australia. Only local 

Munich breweries are allowed to serve this beer in the Bierzelte. They are: Spaten, 

Augustiner, Paulaner, Hacker-Pschorr, Hofbräu and Löwenbräu. Together they sold 6.1 

million Maβ (one-liter-mugs of) beer in 2006. With the growing alcohol consumption 

come problems. In 2005 the responsible organizations developed the concept of the 

Ruhige Wiesn. The tent operators are bound by law to play only traditional Blasmusik 

until 6 pm and not at more than 85 decibels. With this measure, the organizers hope to 

curb the over-the-top party mentality and encourage families and older citizen to enjoy 

the festivities. After 6 pm it’s pop, rock and whatever else is IN. 

 

On the first Sunday of the festival there are nearly 9000 participants in their historic 

holiday costumes taking part in the parade. The route starts at the Maximilianeum and 

stretches 7 km to the Theresienwiese. It is one of the highlights of the Oktoberfest and is 

led by the Münchner Kindl and Munich dignitaries, followed by the beautifully decorated 

horse teams of the breweries, floats and carriages accompanied by the different music 

bands.  

 

Let us look back in history and see how it all started. In celebration of Crown Prince 

Ludwig (later King Ludwig I) and Princess Therese’s (namesake of the Theresienwiese 

festival grounds) wedding on October 12, 1810, they organized a great horse race for the 

17
th 

October. The horse races were repeated the following year and in 1819 it was 

declared a yearly festival and the Oktoberfest was born. On the occasion of the couple’s 

25
th

 anniversary they added a parade in traditional costumes. It wasn’t repeated until 

1950, but is now a yearly occurrence. The horse races, however, did not take place any 

more after World War II with the exception of the 150
th

 anniversary in 1960. Towards the 

end of the 19
th

 century it had become the festival as the world knows it today. It was  
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extended in time and the start moved into September, when the weather is warmer and 

friendlier in Bavaria. 

 

Only wars and pestilence could interrupt this great tradition. In 1813 the Oktoberfest was 

called off because of the Napoleonic war, in 1854 and 1873 for the Cholera epidemic, in 

1866 Bavaria fought in the Austro-Prussian war, in 1870 the Franco-German war. World 

War I cancelled the Oktoberfest and so did World War II. However, it had a come-back 

in 1949 and the rest is history. 

 
 
 
 

                            
 
 
 
 
Rosemarie Deutsch,  6803 Coyote Ridge Court,  University Park, FL  34201,  Tel. (941) 358-5088, e-mail: rodesa2@gmail.com 


