8/2008

Dear Club Members,

We had a very nice Sommerfest Dance on July"1®ith great music by the Alper
Diamanten. Unfortunately someone brought their owdrinks into the hall again and we
had a serious discussion with our host, the Kniglts§ Columbus. Our contract with them

states clearly that we, the Club and its guests &OT to bring any alcoholic beveraggs

onto the premises. So please do not bring your omine, beer, etc. Otherwise the Knigh
could cancel our contracts.

You probably have noticed the change in reservingdgaying for the meal at our dances

Gerhard Glaesel, our Vice President, came up witiistgreat idea and so far it has worke|
well. So, for the future please make your resereatifor the meal with him (941) 923-404
and pay for it at the entrance, at which time youllvget a ticket for your meal. This insures

you will get it and helps us planning when we bugdaprepare the food. Special thanks go

to Klaus Schymanek who has prepared the food for tast dances. It is not only very tasty

it is also different from what we had so far (i.evhen did we ever have Roulade and

Spaetzle?) and judging by the responses from theninership everybody likes it.
Klaus, you are a great chef!!

At the November Business Meeting we will have aaction to fill five positions. If you are
willing to serve on our board please contact Ire@arlon at (941) 927-1894. Irene is th
Chair of our Nominating Committee.

The terms of the following officers expire on Decéer 31, 2008:
President, Secretary, Membership-Secretary, Treaswand one Director.

Once again we will take a cruise. We are going aandiary 30", 2009 for two weeks aboar
the ‘Grand Princess’ from Ft. Lauderdale to the SthuCaribbean. For details please se
the enclosed information. Call me if you are intested to come along and join the fun.

Please remember our Business Meeting on Septemb&rand | hope to see you all at th
next dance, September 97
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Upcoming functions:

September 10, 2008 Business Meeting (6:30 pm) f Gatle Library
September 27, 2008 Peter Muller Oktoberfest
October 25, 2008 Peter Muller Weinfest
November 5, 2008 Business Meeting (6:30 pm) Gialfe Library
November 9, 2008 Club Picnic Longwood Park
November 22, 2008 Alpen Diamanten Wiener Abend
December 13, 2008 Peter Miller Christmas Party*

December 31, 2008 Sepp Diepolder New Year's Eve*

Dances start at 7 pm (with the exception of Newr$dave, see below) at the Knights of Columbus H&8I80
Fruitville Rd., Sarasota, FL. For reservations Baigitte at (941) 371-7786 or e-mail hertatvetien@verizon.nefor
dinner reservations call Gerhard Glaesel at (92B}4043 or e-mail him aimglaesel@verizon.neBusiness meetings
start at 6:30 pm at the Gulf Gate Public Librai§Q Lurtiss Avenue, Sarasota, FL

**|n recent years we started up the festivitiesX@aw Year's Eve at 6:00 pm with a dinner.
Members have remarked, if not complained, aboutahg hours till midnight. At the last
Officers Meeting we decided to start our dance@® @m There will be NO dinner (to prevent

the cooks, kitchen staff, preparation staff, etont having a very long and exhausting day). We
will have hors d’oeuvres on every table as wekh d®ttle of champagne per table to toast in the
New Year. Sepp will be playing until at least 12&88 for your dancing pleasure. Please have

your dinner_beforgou arrive.

Menu for Sept. 27, 2008
Oktoberfest

Veal Loaf with Sauerkraut,
Home Fried Potatoes, Pickles,
Home Baked Bread — Butter

$6.00
Dessert- $2.00, Coffee- free

NEW MEMBERS:

A few of our members were hospitalized recently amal of them needed surgery. All are home
again and recuperating nicely. We wish them coetinsuccess in regaining their good health.

*There are also some changes to ours@has

Party on December13ve will start, as with
our usual dances, at 7:00 pm. Dinndrbei
served immediately. Both, entrance dinder
is FREE for members, guests will pay.$00
at the door, but will also have a FRE#&hdr.

We will publish the menu when we getselio
to the event.

Manfred and Roswitha Helmerking
Walter Krol

Ingrid Wach - Mary Ann Werner - Bin Wetjen
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By way of this noteErwin Wetjenwould like to say a heartfelt

for all the outpouring of well wishes

and encouragement in his time of need.

You may remember, a year ago at our August dandeowered Erika with a bouquet of flowers
for her long-standing membership in the GASC. S lasat down the other day and she told
me a little about herself and her early days inclbe.

Erika was born in
Berlin on March 14,
1919. Her late
husband, Kurt, was
also from Berlin and

served in WWII.
1940 they were
married and the:‘

following year their |
son Joachim wa
born. Since they ha
little hope for a
peaceful life in post
war Germany, the
wanted to leave.l# \
Erika would have loved to go to Australia,
but they had no contacts there. However, a
radio station announced that the United
States would take immigrants. Erika put in
the paperwork. Relatives of friends in
America did not hesitate to sponsor the
young family. The night they left Berlin, the
whole extended family gathered at the
station at Bahnhof Zoo. Leaving all those
loved ones behind was the hardest thing she
had to do. The train took them to
Bremerhaven where they boarded the S.S.
America for a new life in the New World.
They arrived Christmas Eve 1951. Her sister
and little boy came the end of 1952, her
parents arrived in 1955.

Their vacationing experience
- on Lido Beach was so good,
' they wanted to move here. So
 after 12 years in New York
~ City and another 12 in New
Jersey, they arrived in
Sarasota and became members
of the GASC in 1976. The
club dances were then held at
the Eagles place on Lime
Avenue and later they moved
to their present facility on
Wilkinson. After leaving the
Eagles, the GASC moved
around quite a bit from place
to place. Both Erika and Kurt
worked tirelessly for the club and in 1991
Erika became President after Grace
Kurschat was ill and needed to resign. She
held this position till the end of 1993.
Kurt died in 2005 after a 64-year marriage.
They lost their son “Joe” when he was only
50 years old.
Erika belongs to the Sunnyside Players and |
had the privilege to view a video of the
recent performance “Inside Hollywood (with
a little help from our friends)”, in which
Erika played the role of Marlene Dietrich.

Needless to say Erika attends most of our
dances and we hope she can keep doing so
for a long time. R.D.
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Traveling to China

Imagine trying to plan a trip to China! Chimas the oldest continuous documented history initréd dating
back more than 4000 years. How much can you getéaand experience in the third largest counttizgénworld
with a population of 1.3 billion people?

Beijing, the capital city of China, was ouarsing point in this city of 14 million inhabitantsThe new airport
had just opened to prepare for the coming Olymsitors this summer. The modern architecture vpescular
as were many of the other structures we saw thrautghe city. Many new facilities were either cdetpd or
under construction for the Olympics. Many facteriad been forced to suspend operations withirge ladius of
the city to improve air conditions. Thus, theaality was much improved such that we witnessethaeks being
worn anywhere on the streets. (We had ours indlease and never used them.)

Tiananmen Square gave us a feeling of itsasizkethe power of its rulers. Throughout mostohistory, China
was ruled by dynasties or families who handed dpamer from one generation to another. They lived miled in
this kingdom in The Forbidden City which is now@wen palace museum. We have never been to a piiatleis
before and can only describe it as magnificent gread scale. It covers 720,000 square meterssahe largest
palatial complex in the world.

Besides visitors from all over the world, were surrounded by throngs of Chinese. They waalet st us,
sometimes smile, and want to take a picture ofnalsvéith us. Most people were very friendly andezao take
pictures with Americans (whom they had never sesfark) to take home with them to show their friend&/e
discovered from our guide that many of them weoenffaraway provinces coming to their capital. Sahthem
came to pay homage to Mao Zedong (1893-1976), fauofithe Chinese Red Army, The People’s Repulflic o
China, and leader of the Chinese Communist Party.

Many of these Chinese had very differeniafaieatures and body structures not belongindgéoHuns, who
comprise 98% of the Chinese population. Guest amrivho come from outer provinces come mainly fghh
paying construction jobs and receive residencgscahich they’ re required to carry at all timeShina’s
emerging middle class can also now afford to trawtiin their own country and often seek their ¢alpas their
destination.

Beijing had so much history to absorb whike experienced one of their festivals in a Buddiastple as it
happened to be the first holiday the governmené ghag workers off for a 3-day week-end. The termyas full of
flowers, incense, monks, and people praying beddferent Buddhas. Aside from the architecturalny of the
Temple of Heaven, the Summer Palace, and otherésme took a rickshaw ride through the narrow wafythe
old China historic district. It was followed byrlch with a Chinese family, and you could use eitdteapsticks or
knife and fork. Thank goodness!

One observation that one could not help imgics that Chinese people are not overweight. yTde smaller
portions, fewer carbohydrates, less sugar, fewssetés, and exercise. We saw many parks equipgezhly with
children’s playthings, but also adult equipmentcities there were many gym facilities for sedentaorkers to
attend. One Sunday
morning our group attended
a park for seniors who rode
by bicycle from their
surrounding neighborhoods
to engage in a wealth of
activities. They had flag
waving, Tai Chi, social
dancing, card playing, opera
singing, ancient instrument
playing, etc.

One of the great wonders
of the world is The Great
Wall! We have to agree
with the experts on this
choice. Notonlyisita
beautiful sight from earth as
well as from space, but it
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has a prominent place in China’s history. The enors tried to use the wall to keep raiding Monguoid Huns
from invading China. Some sections of the wall waudt 2,700 years ago by peasants as constriateat | How-
ever, the protection was only as good as the miitivaf the guards who defended it. This cameassgn the 13
century when Genghis Khan conquered almost alllof& His grandson, Kublai Khan, took the Chineame
Yuan when he finally conquered all of China

This was just the beginning of our visit ahd ttinerary to follow included four internal Chsesairplane flights,
three river experiences, a bullet train, and samparget us to the outreaches of such a large egpainprovinces
and a variety of terrain. Not only did the climateange, but also the food, people, occupatiors,veay of life.
We enjoyed a visit to an agricultural region and hanch with a local family (with a translator).lécal elementary
school visit was a highlight for Janet as she teddher teaching days while dancing with the kigdeteners. The
visit to the senior center in the suburbs of Shanglas a warm visit with much interaction and treativities could
have been right here in Sarasota.

Living here in the suburbs of Florida was guitcontrast to the populations we experiencedsiRgthrough
Chongging, the world’s largest city with a popuatiof 32 million, was unforgettable. One viewégiscraper
apartment buildings built in clusters so tightlycked so as to shut out the sunlight to form thein configuration.
The cuddly, enormous 350 Ib. pandas at the Chong Qoo offered us a quiet interlude in the citytteesy kept
chewing away on their bamboo.

The international city of Shanghai had munfga@ng new construction to compete with the talkesgtdings in
the world. Xian was a shopper’s paradise, buhittl was the unearthed life-size Terra Cotta Arfigures. No
description can do their awesome individualityigest Hong Kong is so crowded that New York rbaslr can't
compare. On the street with no pedestrian traffitgons, we headed for the lovely, serene city.p&&ch square
inch is so well utilized in Hong Kong that now thene reclaiming the harbor for more land.

Traveling on the Yangtze River had many segwi The sights along the river gave us a goalafleow the
majority of rural families have lived in China forany generations. We witnessed the sites of latedsIshrines,
agriculture, many coal mines, and coal barges. yM¥dithe younger generation head for the citiegdbs. Many
families are removed from their ancestral homedaas projects flood valleys and force evacuationfatt, 1.3
million people have been relocated for the Threegé® Dam Project.

The Three Gorges Dam Project best exempl@igsa’s economic growth. This dam is almost foonets the
size of Hoover Dam and the world’s largest damis Pioject submerged 13 cities, 140 towns, 1392gdls and

created a reservoir 360 miles long. All those tewuere
relocated to higher grounds. We cruised upriver fzad to go
through five consecutive locks or 570 ft. heigfhis
experience made our Panama Canal trip seem likg. a t
Imagine all the concrete used!

Our group leader was a 50 year old doctoife who had
only one son. China has a one child policy to mnt
population growth. If one violates that policy,uycan lose
your job, or your second child cannot attend a gowvent
school or obtain health benefits. People livingamns or
minority groups do not have to abide by the onégbolicy.

Visiting China was an eye-opening, stimulgtoultural
experience for us not to be compared with any qtletr of
the world. We returned only to hear of the deutasta
experienced by the families who suffered as a reguhe
earthquake. Imagine losing your one and only cdldlid
many families in the earthquake taking more tha0@0
lives.

China has many challenges to face as it gmalmmn
taking its closed society to a modern industriakpdiouse.
How will it feed its 1.3 billion people with greahortages of
food? How can it continue to industrialize with@oantinuing
to pollute and endanger its people and all wordbitants
with its contaminants? Martin and Janet Link
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DISCOUNT VITAMINS

All GASC ! !
Friends "HIS %! &' (
receive an ) I $! $1& +!

additional R R B O B IO

10% off our # *x$

already low, 5 g n

low prices. 21144 # # 1/
- %3

We’'re being overrun by foreigners!
“Few of their children in the

country learn English .... The signs i
our streets have inscriptions in both
languages.... Unless the stream of tlfe
importation could be turned, they wil
soon so outnumber us that all the a
vantages we have will not be able to
preserve our language, and even ou

government will become precarious.
Ben Franklin, deploring the waves
of Germans pouring into the cglon

of Pennsylvania in the 1750s

Charlotte Kappel, Secretar
of the UGAS alerted us to
special TV series on Augus
10", 2008. Our local Public
Broadcasting Station,
WEDU, will bring a number
of programs on “Germans i
America”. Watch for times
in your TV guide.

Rosemarie Deutsch, 6803 Coyote Ridge Cdumiyersity Park, FL 34201, Tel. (941) 358-5088nail:rodesa2@gmail.com



Sarasota German-American Club

January 30 2009 - 14 Night Ultimate South Caribbean Cruise
‘GRAND PRINCESS’

Princess Cruise Line

WELCOME ABOARD...

My name is Scott Leeming (KVI Interline Cruises & Tours ) and | have been asked by your club
President (Dieter Schneider) to prepare the details on an excellent cruise vacation for Club Members.

Please refer to the following detail below and should you decide that you would like to join the fun,
simply contact me directly to get registered and to hold a cabin on the sailing with an initial deposit.

January 30, 2009

Princess Cruises “ Grand Princess "

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Fridav

14 Night Ultimate South Caribbean Cruise (Ft Lauder

January 30, 2009
January 31, 2009
February 1, 2009
February 2, 2009
February 3, 2009
February 4, 2009
February 5, 2009
February 6, 2009
February 7, 2009
February 8, 2009
February 9, 2009
February 10, 2009
February 11, 2009
February 12, 2009
February 13, 2009

dale Return)

Fort Lauderdale, FL

At Sea

At Sea

Oranjestad, Aruba

Willemstad, Curacao

At Sea

Port Of Spain, Trinidad
Bridgetown, Barbados

St Vincent, Grenadines

St Kitts, St Kitts & Nevis

St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands
La Romana, Dominican Republic
Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos

At Sea

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Caribe Deck 7 is the best deck on that ship offering extended balcony decks!

Cat ‘BB’ Balcony

Cat BB Balcony cabins are located across the hall from these Inside Cabins:

Cat ‘J’ Inside

Alternatively, guest can book Unobstructed Ocean View cabins on Plaza Deck 2...:

Cat ‘D’ Ocean View

378 4" Passengers Rates $ 1,099 pp (Balcony)

$ 999 pp (O/View)

$ 2,299 (Incl 285 Port) + 80.91 (Tax) + 126 (Fuel) = $ 2,505.91/person_ (us$)

$ 1,469 (Incl 285 Port) + 80.91 (Tax) + 126 (Fuel) = $ 1,675.91/person (us$)

$ 2,019 (Incl 285 Port) + 80.91 (Tax) + 126 (Fuel) = $ 2,225.91/person_(us$)

$ 899 pp (Inside),

PRINCESS TRANSFERS (from & to Sarasota):

ALL Group Bookings include an Additional $ 50/passe

nger onboard credit

$ 30/passenger_each way ($ 60/person round-trip)

as well!

Initial Deposit: $.600/person (us$)

- Deposits are Fully refundable up until Nov 15‘“, 2008,

Remaining Balance due:

November 16 ", 2008




Sarasota German-American Club
January 30 2009 - 14 Night Ultimate South Caribbean Cruise
Princess Cruise Line ‘GRAND PRINCESS’

Let Scott know if you want this at the time of Full Payment in November...

Princess Travel Protection:
Travel protection can be purchased at the time of full payment in November.
Let me know at that time if you wish to add it on!

Gold Trip Cancellation (With Medical Coverage) $ 219.00/person
Or
Standard Trip Cancellation (Without Medical) $ 169.00/person

For more details, please contact: Dletel’ SCh ne|der =

How to Get Registered for the cruise...

Next, in order to book your cabin(s), simply contact Scott at KVI Interline Cruises & Tours
If you haven't talked to Scott before, please provide the following details:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
7
8)

Phone: (941) 966 —

Legal Traveling Names of Passengers, (FYI - Passports are mandatory!)
Birthdates of Passengers,

Category of cabin you wish to book,

Your Phone Number,

Email Address,

Home Address (for ticketing)

Credit card to make the initial $ 600/person Deposit .

6006

directly.

So that’s it for now! We do look forward to hearing from you in the weeks ahead.

Remember that by placing a deposit on a cabin, it secures your position for a nominal value &
still allows you to plan the other details around your vacation. If things do not work out, simply
contact Scott on or before that November 18" deadline & receive a 100% refund on your deposit!

Looking forward to talking to you soon...

Best regards... Scott

Scott Leeming
Your Interline Travel Specialist

1.877.326.8245  (Toll Free Canada/USA)
1.775.878.7423  (Facsimile)
scott@kvi.travel




