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Dieter briefly mentioned the picnic and its success. To expand on that a little, I have to say 
it was a wonderful day with the temperature mark at ‘perfect’ and under the bluest sky that 
Southwest Florida is famous for in late Fall and Winter.  
 

 
 
97 members and their 27 guests  enjoyed food and drink, on the menu was Bratwurst, 
Kartoffelsalat und Sauerkraut, followed by all those home baked dessert goodies. It is rare 
that we have live music at our picnics. Jimmy Chaich and his friends, Steve Juricic and 
Bill Rochon played catchy tunes for our listening pleasure and there was dancing in the 
isles. They will return and entertain us again some time. 
 
Heide Myrick stopped by briefly the morning of our picnic, just to say Hello. She and her 
son Ron were on their way to St. Petersburg to meet her sister-in-law and together they 
visited the gravesite. Not only was it Veterans Day, it also would have been Dennis’ 62nd 
birthday. These occasions and the holidays are especially hard on spouses and families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I like to emphasize again that the Christmas party starts at 6:00 pm and at 6:15 pm we 
will serve dinner. Please be on time. The food is free for members and guests; how-
ever guests will pay $7.50 at the door. On the menu is: Hors d’oeuvres, pork tender-
loin, red cabbage, potatoes and gravy and a sheet cake for dessert. 
 
The same goes for New Year’s Eve, 6:00 pm. Please be on time. On the menu is: 
Hors d’oeuvres, salad, prime rib, green beans, potatoes and gravy and cheese cake for 
dessert. We have 214 reservations. That is a nice crowd and the evening should be a 
lot of fun, especially if we can pull off the dinner hour smoothly and efficiently. 
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Grace Kurschat died September 25, 2007 at the age of 95. Many of you                 
may  remember her. Grace became  president of  GASC in  January of 1990 
until her  resignation in May of 1991, when  Erika Paschek took  over. Then 
Grace took the presidency once more in January 1993 until the end of 1995. 
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        Harold Graden 
       Marianne Okun 
       Monica Rankin 
           �������     Rosemarie Rode 
       Thomas and Mary Ann Werner 

 
 

 
 

The membership payment in the amount of $25.00 per person for 2008 is due on January 
15th. You can pay Brigitte Wetjen between now and then in person (preferably by check) 
or mail her a check made out to G.A.S.C. 
 
For all our new members: our dances have become very popular, so make reservations 
early by calling Brigitte at 371-7786 or e-mailing her b.wetjen@verizon.net. Dances start 
at 7:00 pm at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 4880 Fruitville Road in Sarasota. The hall 
opens at 6:30 pm. 
  
 
Please note that all our Business Meetings beginning January 9th, 2008 will  start at  
6:30 pm at the Gulf Gate Library, ½  hour earlier than before. This change is  necessary 
due to cut-backs in library hours. 
 
 
 
Governor Charlie Crist announced in a letter dated September 27th that October 2007 is 
German American Month. He mentions that a significant number of Florida citizens are of 
German descent. In 1987, President Reagan approved the joint resolution of the United 
States Congress to establish October 6th as German American Day, which has since 
become an annual cultural tradition with celebrations nationwide. For those of you who 
wish to read the Governor’s letter, I have added it to the newsletter on the internet. Visit 
our website at www.sarasotagermanclub.org and click on Newsletter for December.     
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For those of you who would like to go dancing more often, following are the social events 
for 2008 of some of other German-American Clubs in the neighborhood: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
Our own 2008 event schedule was published in its entirety in our last (10/2007) Newsletter 
and will also be available at all the dances at the door. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     German American Club  of       
             Manatee County    
               in Bradenton 
 
January 12th, 2008 –   Klement & Michal 
           Kachovic 
February 9th, 2008 –   Peter  Müller 
March 8th, 2008     -   Sepp Diepolder 
April 12th, 2008     -   Mario De Leon 
May 10th, 2008      -   Europa Band 
September 13th, 08 – Peter Müller 
October 11th, 2008 - The 2 of Us 
November 8th, 08  – Mario De Leon 
December 13th, 08 – Sepp Diepolder 
 
It is important to make reservations. 
Call Elvira Sommerfeld @ 761-3833 

     German American Friendship 
         Club of Venice Florida 
 
January 19th, 2008   Winterfest with 
         Sepp Diepolder 
February 16th, 2008  Valentine’s Dance  
         Alpen Diamanten 
March 1st, 2008        Picnic – North 
         Jetties @ Noon 
March 9th, 2008    Little Venice Theater 
         “My Fair Lady” 
March 15th, 2008  St. Patrick’s Dance 
     Peter Müller 
April 19th, 2008    Hawaiian Night 
      Jess-N-Joan 
 
Again, make sure you call for reserva-
tions, Sonja @ 497-2692 
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How January got its 
Name 

 
The Roman god Janus 
gave January its name. 
He was pictured as two 

headed (both heads 
bearded) and situated so 

that one head looked 
forward into the new 
year while the other 
took a retrospective 

view. Janus also 
presided over the temple 

of peace, where the 
doors were opened only 
during wartime. It was a 
place of safety, where 
new beginnings and 

new resolutions could 
be forged…… 
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The first Christmas Card 

 
Researchers tell us the first 

Christmas card  was 
produced by J.C.Horsley 
and Henry Cole in 1843, 

the same year as Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol. 

Janet Link and I are waiting 
with bated breath to hear about 
one of your interesting travel 
adventures. Won’t you share 
them with your fellow 
members??? They can be 
travels to far lands or day trips 
in this beautiful state of 
Florida. Let us hear about your 
outings and, if possible, 
accompany it with a picture. 
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 If you feel the need for some spirituality this holiday season or any other time, Rudi and 
Anni Zarzutzki sent in a letter from “Die Deutsche Kirchengemeinde in der Faith Lutheran 
Church” on 7750 Beneva Road in Sarasota. Pastor Karl Käfer writes: “Unsere kleine 
Gemeinde ist ökumenisch offen: protestantisch oder katholisch, Christ oder Nichtchrist – 
jeder ist bei uns willkommen”. Aside from the church services there are other social 
gatherings. For more information, call Debbie at 924-4664 or Edith Dean, Secretary, at 
921-6410. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Krümeltorte 
 

 Teig:      Füllung: 
 200 g Butter     750 g rohes oder eingemachtes Obst  

200 g Zucker               (Äpfel, Kirschen, Pflaumen) 
     1 Päckchen Vanillin Zucker      1 Päckchen Vanillin Zucker 
     1 Ei             Zucker nach Geschmack 
 500 g Mehl 
     1 Päckchen Backpulver   
 
Man stellt mit 2/3 des mit Backpulver gemischten und gesiebten Mehls einen Rührteig her. 
Das übrige Mehl schüttet man auf den Teig und arbeitet es so mit den Händen darunter, 
da�  eine krümelige Masse entsteht. Für die Füllung wird rohes Obst folgenderma� en 
vorbereitet: 

Äpfel werden geschält, vom Kerngehäuse befreit und in Scheiben geschnitten. 
(Härtere Äpfel werden am besten mit wenig Wasser, Vanillin Zucker und Zucker 
halb gar gedünstet und kalt gestellt.) 
Eingemachtes Obst wird auf ein Sieb zum Abtropfen gegeben. 

Das so vorbereitete Obst wird mit Vanillin Zucker vermischt und mit Zucker abge-
schmeckt. Die Hälfte des Teiges füllt man in eine gefettete Springform, drückt den Teig 
gut an und gibt das Obst so darauf, da�  ein Rand von etwas 1 cm frei bleibt. 
� ber die Füllung krümelt man die andere Hälfte des Teiges. Damit die Füllung an der 
Seite nicht herauslaufen kann, drückt man die Streusel am Rande etwas an. 
 

Backzeit: 50 – 60 Minuten bei guter Mittelhitze 

As is tradition, the ladies of our club make and donate delicious cakes 
from their repertoire of recipes so we can enjoy them for dessert. At the 
October dance, Sonja Hillmann brought just such a cake. She made it 
from an old recipe from her Grandmother, Meta Huntemann, and she is 
sharing the how-to with us: 
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Gibt es einen Weihnachtsmann? 
 

Alle Jahre wieder.......  da sehen wir unsere Kinder mit roten Bäckchen, plattgedrückten 
Nasen und leuchtenden Kulleraugen gebannt, seltsam in eine andere Welt entrückt, vor den 
Schaufenstern stehen - staunend erregt, voller geheimer Wünsche - und zugleich Zweifel.   
 
"Ob mir der Weihnachtsmann etwas davon bringen wird, oder, oh Schreck, vielleicht 
bekomme ich eine Rute?!" 
 
Ja, der Weihnachtsmann,........ für unsere Kinder gibt es den alten Mann mit dem langen, 
wei� en Bart, der in unserer vom Jugendwahn durchtränkten Zeit auf Grund seines Alters 
Würde, Macht zur Gerechtigkeit und Liebe verkörpert. Er entscheidet wohlwollend, ob die 
Kinder artig waren oder nicht, d.h., ob sie dem Anspruch der Erwachsenen weitgehend 
gerecht wurden oder nicht. Aus dieser mystischen Welt, in der Weihnachtsmänner, Feen 
und Hexen leben, werden unsere Kinder spätestens mit der Einschulung meist sehr unsanft 
gerissen. Häufig sind es ältere Mitschüler, die den Kleinen mitleidig klarmachen, da�  es 
keinen Weihnachtsmann gibt; die Geschenke kommen allein von den Eltern. Sie sind stolz 
darauf, da�  sie schon auf dem Weg in die Erwachsenenwelt sind, einer realen Welt, in der 
nur das existiert, was man sehen, anfassen und berechnen kann. In dieser" berechenbaren" 
Welt zählt das Ergebnis, vom Computer ermittelt, mehr als das Leben nach ethischen 
Werten, das der Weihnachtsmann belohnt! Hat also dieser Weihnachtsmann keinen Platz 
mehr in unserer so vom Verstand beherrschten Welt? 
 
In der Vorweihnachtszeit, wenn es drau� en ungemütlich kalt ist, der Frost sich als bizarre 
Eisblumen an den Fenstern zeigt, dicke Schneeflocken sacht und lautlos auf die Erde 
fallen, dann sitzen wir im anheimend warmen Zimmer in der Familie, mit Feunden oder 
allein und lassen diese Stimmung auf uns wirken. Unsere Gedanken schweifen davon, 
machen sich selbständig - wir horchen in uns hinein - eine selten gekannte Fröhlichkeit 
und Herzenswärme durchströmt uns und auch andere. Wir bemerken eine Veränderung in 
unserem Verhalten:  Plötzlich sind wir freundlicher, toleranter, einsichtiger...menschlicher! 
 
Wer - was  -  mag dies alles bewirken? 
 
Wir beginnen wieder zu spüren, zu fühlen, zu ersinnen, zu träumen, zu glauben - auf diese 
Weise zerrei� en wir den Schleier.......  Diese Kraft hat eine neue Dimension. Wir sollten 
sie über die Feiertage ins Neue Jahr hinüberretten! 
 
Nun, ob es einen Weihnachtsmann gibt, kannst Du nur allein für Dich entscheiden. Für 
mich lebt er!  "Du alter, weiser Mann - wir brauchen Dich heute mehr denn je!!" 
 
        Angelika Overdiek 
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Last year with our Christmas mail we received the following. I was touched by its truthful 
simplicity and I wish to share it with you: 
 

I have a list of folks I know, all written in a book 
And every year when Christmas comes, I go and take a look 

And that is when I realize that these names are a part  
Not of the book they’re written in, but of my very heart. 

For each name stands for someone who has crossed my path sometime 
And in that they’ve become the rhythm in each rhyme. 
And while it sounds fantastic for me to make this claim 

I really feel that I’m composed of each remembered name. 
 

And while you may not be aware of any special link, 
Just meeting you has changed my life a lot more than you think. 

For I have met somebody, the years cannot erase 
The memory of a pleasant word and a friendly face. 

So never think my Christmas cards are just a mere routine 
Of names upon a Christmas list, forgotten in between. 

For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you, 
It’s because you are on the list of folks I’m indebted to. 

 
For I am but a total of the many folks I’ve met. 

And you happen to be one of those I prefer not to forget. 
And whether I have known you for many years or few 

In some way you have had a part in shaping things I do. 
And every year when Christmas comes, I realize anew 
The best gift life can offer is meeting folks like you. 

So may the spirit of Christmas that always will endure. 
Leave its richest blessings in the hearts of you and yours. 

 
        Author unknown 
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            Rosemarie Deutsch,  6803 Coyote Ridge Court,  University Park, FL  34201,  Tel. (941) 358-5088, e-mail: rodesa2@gmail.com 


