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Dieter briefly mentioned the picnic and its succdssexpand on that a little, | have to say
it was a wonderful day with the temperature marfjpatfect’ and under the bluest sky that
Southwest Florida is famous for in late Fall anchi#f.

97 members and their 27 guests enjoyed food ank,dm the menu was Bratwurst,
Kartoffelsalat und Sauerkraut, followed by all tadeome baked dessert goodies. It is rare
that we have live music at our picnics. Jimmy Chaind his friends, Steve Juricic and

Bill Rochon played catchy tunes for our listeninggsure and there was dancing in the
isles. They will return and entertain us again stime.

Heide Myrick stopped by briefly the morning of qaicnic, just to say Hello. She and her
son Ron were on their way to St. Petersburg to imeesister-in-law and together they
visited the gravesite. Not only was it Veterans Daglso would have been Dennis’ 62nd
birthday. These occasions and the holidays arecedlyehard on spouses and families.

| like to emphasize again that the Christmas pstdyts at 6:00 pm and at 6:15 pm v“e
will serve dinner. Please be on time. The foodas for members and guests; how-
ever guests will pay $7.50 at the door. On the mendors d’oeuvres, pork tender-
loin, red cabbage, potatoes and gravy and a shketfor dessert.

The same goes for New Year’s Eve, 6:00 pm. Pleagmlime. On the menu is:
Hors d’oeuvres, salad, prime rib, green beanstpesaand gravy and cheese cakea’lor

dessert. We have 214 reservations. That is a niwedcand the evening should be
lot of fun, especially if we can pull off the dinmeour smoothly and efficiently.
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w,, Grace Kurschat died September 25, 2007 at the &@®&.oMany of you
\\ (‘(" may remember her. Grace became president of GASanuary of 1990
& \~ until her resignation in May of 1991, when ErRRaschek took over. Then
”/2} Grace took the presidency once more in January W@8Bthe end of 1995.

Harold Graden

Marianne Okun

Monica Rankin

Rosemarie Rode

Thomas and Mary Ann Werner

The membership payment in the amount of $25.0@erson for 2008 is due on January
15". You can pay Brigitte Wetjen between now and tineperson (preferably by check)
or mail her a check made out to G.A.S.C.

For all our new membersur dances have become very popular, so makevegmers
early by calling Brigitte at 371-7786 or e-mailihgrb.wetjen@verizon.neDances start
at 7:00 pm at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 4880itville Road in Sarasota. The hall
opens at 6:30 pm.

Please note that all our Business Meetings beginfamuary 9, 2008 will start at
6:30 pmat the Gulf Gate Library, ¥2 hour earlier than lpefd his change is necessary
due to cut-backs in library hours.

Governor Charlie Crist announced in a letter d&eptember 27that October 2007 is
German American Month. He mentions that a significaumber of Florida citizens are of
German descent. In 1987, President Reagan apptioegdint resolution of the United
States Congress to establish Octofea$ German American Day, which has since
become an annual cultural tradition with celebragioationwide. For those of you who
wish to read the Governor’s letter, | have added the newsletter on the internet. Visit
our website atvww.sarasotagermanclub.organd click on Newsletter for December.
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For those of you who would like to go dancing moften, following are the social events
for 2008 of some of other German-American Clubtheaneighborhood:

German American Club of German American Friendship
Manatee County Club of Venice Florida

in Bradenton
January 19, 2008 Winterfest with

January 19, 2008 — Klement & Michal Sepp Diepolder
Kachovic February 18, 2008 Valentine's Dance
February 8, 2008 — Peter Miiller Alpen Diamanten
March 8", 2008 - Sepp Diepolder March £, 2008 Picnic — North
April 12" 2008 - Mario De Leon Jetties @ Noon
May 10", 2008 - Europa Band March 9", 2008 Little Venice Theatef
September 13 08 — Peter Miiller “My Fair Lady”
October 11, 2008 - The 2 of Us March 1%", 2008 St. Patrick’s Dance
November 8, 08 — Mario De Leon Peter Muller
December 13 08 — Sepp Diepolder April 19", 2008 Hawaiian Night
Jess-N-Joan

It is important to make reservations.

Call Elvira Sommerfeld @ 761-3833 Again, make sure you call for reserva
tions, Sonja @ 497-2692

Our own 2008 event schedule was published in tisetyin our last (10/2007) Newsletter
and will also be available at all the dances atier.

How January got its
Name

The Roman god Janus
gave January its name
He was pictured as two
headed (both heads
bearded) and situated s
that one head looked

O

" forward into the new
I # / / year while the other
. o, ’ took a retrospective
& % & &/( view. Janus also
presided over the temple
) *(*( + , ) of peace, where the
doors were opened only
'/(012(3340 during wartime. It was &
556 7 8 ( place of safety, where
new beginnings and
9 & new resolutions could

be forged......
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5652 Swift Rd.
Sarasota, FL
(941) 9261885

DISCOUNT VITAMINS

Creekwood Crossing (175 & SR 70)
Bradenton, FL
(941) 752-0011
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The first Christmas Card

—

Researchers tell us the firs
Christmas card was
produced by J.C.Horsley
and Henry Cole in 1843,
the same year as Dickens’

A Christmas Carol.

Janet Link and | are waiting
with bated breath to hear abopt
one of your interesting travel
adventures. Won't you shar
them with  your fellow
members??? They can be
travels to far lands or day trip
in this beautiful state o
Florida. Let us hear about yoy
outings and, if possible|
accompany it with a picture.

D
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If you feel the need for some spirituality thisliday season or any other time, Rudi and
Anni Zarzutzki sent in a letter fronDie Deutsche Kirchengemeinde in der Faith Lutheran

Church on 7750 Beneva Road in Sarasota. Pastor Karl rKéfites: “Unsere kleine
Gemeinde ist 6kumenisch offen: protestantisch &dénolisch, Christ oder Nichtchrist —
jeder ist bei uns willkommen”. Aside from the chureervices there are other social
gatherings. For more information, call Debbie a#-4%64 or Edith Dean, Secretary, at
921-6410.

As is tradition, the ladies of our club make andate delicious cakes
from their repertoire of recipes so we can enj@nitfor dessert. At the
October dance, Sonja Hillmann brought just suchkecShe made it
from an old recipe from her Grandmother, Meta Hov#ten, and she is
sharing the how-to with us:

Krimeltorte
Teiqg: Fullung:
200 g Butter 750 g rohes oder eingemachtes Obs
200 g Zucker (Apfel, Kirschen, Pflagm
1 Packchen Vanillin Zucker 1 PackcheniWarzucker
1 Ei Zucker nach Geschmack

500 g Mehl
1 Packchen Backpulver

Man stellt mit 2/3 des mit Backpulver gemischtenl gesiebten Mehls einen Rihrteig her.
Das tbrige Mehl schittet man auf den Teig und sabes so mit den Handen darunter,
da eine kriimelige Masse entsteht. Fur die Fullunglwahes Obst folgenderman
vorbereitet:
Apfel werden geschalt, vom Kerngehause befreitinr8cheiben geschnitten.
(Hartere Apfel werden am besten mit wenig WassaniNin Zucker und Zucker
halb gar gediunstet und kalt gestellt.)
Eingemachtes Obst wird auf ein Sieb zum Abtropfegedpen.
Das so vorbereitete Obst wird mit Vanillin Zuckermischt und mit Zucker abge-
schmeckt. Die Hélfte des Teiges fullt man in eie&etgete Springform, driickt den Teig
gut an und gibt das Obst so darauf, éan Rand von etwas 1 cm frei bleibt.
ber die Fullung krimelt man die andere Hélfte degds. Damit die Fillung an der
Seite nicht herauslaufen kann, driickt man die S&leam Rande etwas an.

Backzeit: 50 — 60 Minuten bei guter Mittelhitze
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Gibt es einen Weihnachtsmann?

Alle Jahre wieder....... da sehen wir unsere Kindé roten Backchen, plattgedrickten
Nasen und leuchtenden Kulleraugen gebannt, seltsame andere Welt entrtickt, vor den
Schaufenstern stehen - staunend erregt, vollengen&Vinsche - und zugleich Zweifel.

"Ob mir der Weihnachtsmann etwas davon bringen \wader, oh Schreck, vielleicht
bekomme ich eine Rute?!"

Ja, der Weihnachtsmann,........ fur unsere Kindareps den alten Mann mit dem langen,
wei en Bart, der in unserer vom Jugendwahn durchtrankest auf Grund seines Alters
Wirde, Macht zur Gerechtigkeit und Liebe verkorpErtentscheidet wohlwollend, ob die
Kinder artig waren oder nicht, d.h., ob sie dem gosh der Erwachsenen weitgehend
gerecht wurden oder nicht. Aus dieser mystischeit, Weder Weihnachtsmanner, Feen
und Hexen leben, werden unsere Kinder spatesterngemEinschulung meist sehr unsanft
gerissen. Haufig sind es altere Mitschiler, die H&inen mitleidig klarmachen, daes
keinen Weihnachtsmann gibt; die Geschenke kommnieim alon den Eltern. Sie sind stolz
darauf, da sie schon auf dem Weg in die Erwachsenenwelt gimer realen Welt, in der
nur das existiert, was man sehen, anfassen undhrene kann. In dieser" berechenbaren”
Welt zahlt das Ergebnis, vom Computer ermittelthmals das Leben nach ethischen
Werten, das der Weihnachtsmann belohnt! Hat alesediWeihnachtsmann keinen Platz
mehr in unserer so vom Verstand beherrschten Welt?

In der Vorweihnachtszeit, wenn es drao ungemdtlich kalt ist, der Frost sich als bizarre
Eisblumen an den Fenstern zeigt, dicke Schneeffodeeht und lautlos auf die Erde
fallen, dann sitzen wir im anheimend warmen Zimineder Familie, mit Feunden oder
allein und lassen diese Stimmung auf uns wirkensdtid Gedanken schweifen davon,
machen sich selbstandig - wir horchen in uns hine@ne selten gekannte Frohlichkeit
und Herzenswarme durchstromt uns und auch andardbamerken eine Veranderung in
unserem Verhalten: Plétzlich sind wir freundlichteteranter, einsichtiger...menschlicher!

Wer - was - mag dies alles bewirken?
Wir beginnen wieder zu spuren, zu fuhlen, zu eeszu traumen, zu glauben - auf diese
Weise zerreien wir den Schleier....... Diese Kraft hat eineen®imension. Wir sollten

sie Uber die Feiertage ins Neue Jahr hintberretten!

Nun, ob es einen Weihnachtsmann gibt, kannst Duatiem fur Dich entscheiden. Fir
mich lebt er! "Du alter, weiser Mann - wir brauahgich heute mehr denn je!!"

Angelika Overdiek
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Last year with our Christmas mail we received thioving. | was touched by its truthful
simplicity and | wish to share it with you:

| have a list of folks | know, all written in a bdo
And every year when Christmas comes, | go and takeok
And that is when | realize that these names areaatp
Not of the book they’re written in, but of my veheart.
For each name stands for someone who has crossegatly sometime
And in that they’ve become the rhythm in each rhyme
And while it sounds fantastic for me to make thigin
| really feel that I'm composed of each remembenegime.

And while you may not be aware of any special link,
Just meeting you has changed my life a lot morerthgu think.

For | have met somebody, the years cannot erase

The memory of a pleasant word and a friendly face.

So never think my Christmas cards are just a meogtine
Of names upon a Christmas list, forgotten in betwee

For when | send a Christmas card that is addressedgou,
It's because you are on the list of folks I’'m indtsad to.

For | am but a total of the many folks I've met.
And you happen to be one of those | prefer not todet.
And whether | have known you for many years or few
In some way you have had a part in shaping thingdd.
And every year when Christmas comes, | realize anew
The best gift life can offer is meeting folks likeou.
So may the spirit of Christmas that always will ane.
Leave its richest blessings in the hearts of youdamours.

Author unknown
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Rosemarie Deutsch, 6803 Coyote RidgerC University Park, FL 34201, Tel. (941) 358388, e-mail: rodesa2@gmail.com



