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Dear Club Members, 
 

A Happy New Year to all of you. 

For those who did not attend our New Year’s Eve Party, you missed something  
special. We had a wonderful time and thanks to all the volunteers, Officers and  
Directors, the evening was spectacular.  If we wouldn’t have such a wonderful 
bunch of people (some started to work at 9.30 a.m. on New Year’s Eve), the party 
could not have been that successful. Chef John outdid himself in the kitchen and 
all the helpers with him. Our ladies who served the meals were quick, professional 
and lovely to look at in their evening gowns with aprons. 
 
Barbara Kaiter and her volunteers did an outstanding job decorating the hall for  
us. It looked spectacular. Since it was Barbara’s last time to be in charge of deco-
rating we were looking for someone to take over. Two ladies came forward who 
want to co-chair the decorating efforts. Margit Gillrath and Barbara Lemke will 
take care of it in the future. Both are not new to the job since they helped out quite 
often. My sincere thanks to them for volunteering. It is THAT spirit which makes 
our club great. 
 
By the time this newsletter reaches you my wife Marlies and I, with a group of   
people from our club, will be on a Panama Canal & Deep Caribbean Cruise. 
We hope to see all of you back at the dance in February. 
 
                                                                                           Dieter 

Upcoming functions: 

Febr. 23,  2008     Alpen Diamanten      Fasching 

March 05, 2008     Business Meeting      Gulf Gate Library 

March 09, 2008     Club Picnic       Longwood Park 

March 29, 2008     Alpen Diamanten      Anniversary 
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The year came to a close and I believe we had an outstanding Year 2007 with some changes in 
the Club, some bad and some good news. 
 
On the positive side, our membership increased and our functions were well attended thanks to 
the hard work of some members, volunteers, directors and officers. 
 
Special thanks go out to our Membership Secretary Brigitte Wetjen and her Husband Erwin for 
all the hard work and support I received from them. As Vice President I am in charge of all the 
food for our functions and without Brigitte and Erwin’s support, it would not have been as 
smooth as it went. I know I will receive the same support in 2008 and thank everyone now.  

 
I wish you all a happy and healthy 2008. 

 
                                                                                                      Gerhard Glaesel 
 
 
 
We are happy to welcome 15 new members: 
 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
News about Kaete Berger came in too late for the last newsletter. She had a bad infection after 
heart surgery, but was doing much better at the beginning of December. 
 
Our relatively new member, Julie Chytrowski had a bad accident on December 10th. She fell off 
the stairs and suffered a compression fracture of a vertebra, fracture of her right wrist and 
fracture of her upper pelvis. She was in Rehab until Christmas Eve and is now receiving physical 
therapy three times a week. Her husband, Dr. Allan Chytrowski, writes: “Her recovery is 
impressive. Each day Julie is improving and I am surprised by the pace of her recovery.”  
 
 

���� Arun Bhagwat 
Terry Hardee 
Dieter and Irene Krakow 
Edward Marvelle 
Irene Pill 
Herbert and Anneliese Rupprecht 
Gerry and Elvira Sommerfeld 
Dewain and Phyllis Swathwood 
Ingrid Tannenberger 
Kurt and Anne-Margret Witt 
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We hope that ALL our sick members are on their way to recovery. 
 
As most of you know, Adelheid Shillus had a hip replaced in early December. The surgery was a 
success, but the recovery slow and painful. She was in Rehab until the end of January, and we 
hope, now at home, she will keep improving steadily. On January 19th she and Ernst had their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. Adelheid had the day off from the rigorous therapy and enjoyed 
celebrating this special day with Ernst, their daughters, Karin and twins Ingrid and Christine, as 
well as their 2 grandchildren Stephanie-Rose and Brandon. 
 
On February 19th Jerry and Ingrid Wach will also be celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 
 

Congratulations to both couples and we wish many happy returns. 
 

 
On February 23rd is our Fasching dance. We hope that you all get 
creative and come in costume. It often doesn’t take much more than a 
little imagination and some stitch-witchery to come up with a great 
outfit. Raid your closets, check your drawers. We have a committee to 
pick and give prizes to the best attires for either singles or couples. 
 

 
Enclosed you will find a new club directory. We have waited till the last minute (Jan. 31st) to 
make sure we include all of our new members and don’t eliminate prematurely those who are a 
tad slow in paying their dues. 
 
 
The German American Club of Manatee County in Bradenton is sending out an S.O.S. for 
assistance. Katherine Peterson, their President, writes in her newsletter: “Attendance has been 
slow since September. Please support your club and invite some friends or members of other 
clubs.”   
You may remember that I published their complete event schedule for the year 2008 in the 
December newsletter. So kill two birds with one stone: help out AND get some more exercise! 
But mostly do it for the fun of it. 
 
 
The German Heritage Day is fast approaching. In recent years we have rented a bus to take us all 
to the St. Petersburg Coliseum. If there is sufficient interest we will rent a bus again this year. 
Please call Ron Stopperich at (941) 358-0621 for tickets. Also please let him know if you would 
consider volunteering your services for wherever it is needed that day.  
There were a lot of complains about the sound system last year. The UGAS will not be using the 
Coliseum’s sound system again, instead they have contracted an outside sound engineer to make 
sure everybody can hear and understand the different speakers. 
 
����
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600 million cups of 
coffee are served every 
day in this country, but 
with the exception of 
Hawaii and Puerto 
Rico, no coffee is 
grown in the United 
States or its territories. 
More than 53 countries 
grow coffee worldwide, 
but all of them lie along 
the equator between the 
tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn. An acre of 
coffee trees can pro-
duce up to 10,000 
pounds of coffee 
cherries. That amounts 
to approximately 2,000 
pounds of beans after 
hulling and milling. 
Each year some 7 
million tons of green 
coffee beans are����
produced worldwide, 
most of which are 
handpicked. 
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Travel Report: 
 
In October 2007 my husband Aurelio and I embarked on a four-week trip to his native Peru. We could 
have stayed in Lima, the capital, going on a culinary adventure, however, we had come to Peru this time 
to travel to the Amazon River.  
As the region is only accessible by airplane or boat, we flew to Iquitos, a city of about 400,000, located on 
the Itaya and Amazon Rivers, in the Peruvian rainforest.  
Iquitos is one of the few large cities in the world that cannot be reached by a road. It is a city with rustic 
charm and a unique culture. The people of Iquitos are mostly mestizos, their ethnic character drawn from 
the many indigenous tribes throughout Peru and European immigrants. They are warm and friendly and 
content in spite of their material poverty. 
Travel within the city itself is via bus, motorcycle or motokars, which look like three-seat motorcycle 
rickshaws. As cars are rare (they have to be brought in via airplane or by boat from Manaus in Brazil), we 
rented a motokar and went sightseeing with a guide around the city. We had dinner at the famous 
Fitzcarraldo Restaurant, named after the movie Werner Herzog made in 1982 in Iquitos, and experienced 
the atmosphere of the downtown streets: hundreds of motokars racing around the main plaza. It was a 
special sight. 
As the climate in Iquitos is hot and humid, we had to stay in the only 5 star hotel in the Peruvian 
rainforest to have air-conditioned rooms. So it felt a bit strange when we went to visit a Yagua village 
deep in the Amazon region.  

We took a tour with an 
agency that provided a 
guide who spoke 
Spanish and the Yagua 
language. We set out in 
the morning to the port 
on the Itaya River and 
went down the Itaya to 
the Amazon in a small 
motor boat with a 
captain, a shipmate and 
our guide. The trip took 
us through Belen, a 
floating city, where the 
houses are built on balsa 
or cork platforms.  The 
homes rise and fall with 
the river and can be 
reached only by boat.  

Cruising the majestic Amazon for about 2 hours was exhilarating. The river and rainforest put us in a 
special state of mind. When we reached the remote village, we were welcomed by several naked children 
who were apparently waiting for us. They took us to the chief, a rather young and very sociable man. He 
wore a grass skirt that covered his knees, a headdress made of small palm leaves with feathers attached to 
it, and he held a long blowpipe which the Yaguas use for hunting. He introduced us to his seven wives, 
his mother-in-law and his children and to the rest of the tribe. Women, young or old wore simple skirts of 
red cloth and covered their breasts with a grass collar. The children of any age or sex moved about 
without clothes. We were taken to a large hut that the Yaguas use to perform for tourists. They brought 
out their music instruments, sang and danced and asked us to dance with them. They showed us how to  
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use the blowpipe and wanted to paint our faces with the bright crimson juice of the achiote berry they use 
to dye their skin, but we declined. They were not 
offended at all and went on to show us their wares for sale. 
The Yaguas trade in jewelry, musical instruments as well as 
handcrafted weapons. It provides the villagers with 
much needed currency for buying medical supplies and 
other essentials.  I bought some jewelry that was entirely 
made of natural materials found in the forest. When I 
paid, the chief noticed a gold ring I was wearing on my 
pinky and wanted to trade it for all his weapons. Then the 
women wanted to have my lipstick. It had the same red 
color as the achiote berry.  Had I brought a second one, I 
would have given it to them.   
The Yaguas speak their own very difficult language of the 
same name and none of the members of this tribe spoke 
Spanish. Our guide had to translate for us and told us 
their story. The tribe is part of about 30 communities in the 
Iquitos area. They are not natives of Peru but came from 
Colombia and Ecuador. They grow crops and hunt monkeys, sloths (which they call mico perezoso or 
lazy monkey) and wild fowl with blowpipes and bows and arrows. When fishing for pirana or other native 
fish, they still use hooks and lines, tridents and spears. Sadly, the skill to hunt with the blowpipe 
diminishes with each generation.  
There is one more fact to mention about the Yaguas: They are the direct descendants of recent cannibals. 
We have, however, not seen any cooking utensils or large pots in the vicinity, but we have heard that the 
members of this tribe shun their traditional clothes and wear jeans and t-shirts when tourists are not 
around. It seams that even in this remote part of the Peruvian rainforest, the future has arrived.  
 
Brigitte Ortiz, Jan. 2008  
 
 
 
 
 
What an adventure! We envy you this experience. Meanwhile many of you have taken other wonderful 
trips and I hope you kept notes and took pictures, so that we all can share in your memories. Let us hear 
from you. Please contact Janet Link or myself with your travel log. 
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Valentine’s Day is fast approaching and millions of cards 
and sweets and …… will be making their way across 
the table, the country or even across continents.  Every 
year is seems to be a chore to find just the right 
sentiment and since most of us aren’t poets, we look 
to the ones that are. 
 
Elizabeth Barrett was born in 1806, the eldest daughter 
of Edward Moulton- Barrett, who ruthlessly opposed 
the idea of marriage for any of his children. 
In 1844 she published a volume of poems that elicited a 
letter of praise from Robert Browning. Impressed and 
delighted, she pounced upon the opportunity to connect 
with the poet. The correspondence soon flowered into visits and courtship. Gradually he 
persuaded her to marry him, despite her father’s violent objections. Browning’s own family also 
disapproved of the marriage, because Elizabeth was six years older than he and an invalid. 
During the summer of 1846 Elizabeth’s health improved and on September 12, she and 
Browning were secretly wed. They went to Italy for the winter and the following spring finally 
settled at the Palazzo Guidi in Florence, where they lived happily until Elizabeth’s death in 1861. 
Written during their court-ship, but only published four years after their marriage, the best 
known of Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s Sonnets From the Portuguese: 
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