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Dear Club Members,

Another year has passed and it was a good yeardi@ar Club. Our membership is up
our financial situation is satisfactory, our dancesere well attended and judging fron
your response, the members are happy with what weTdhis is only possible becauge
of the dedication and hard work of our officers, réictors and volunteers. Without all
of you we would not have had this success; a hug¢ANK YOU to everybody whq
gave a helping hand. Please keep it up.

—

I would like to share with you the thoughts of ord our members after the Christmag
Party. He wrote me this:

“Evaluation of December 1% Party and Dance —
Transportation: 2 gal. of gas

Admission: $0.00, can't beat that without &rZI!

Drinks: best and cheapest drinks in town

Food: $0.00, great food at best prices ever

Music: $0.00, a great show for all.

Companionship: priceless

Advice: we must keep this event a secretuor the risk

of being overrun in the future.”

Our New Year's Eve dance was spectacular. Everybbdglked to had a good time

and people just would not stop dancing. Sepp Dieleoland his brother played on an
on. Marlies and | came home around 2:30 am.

L

We started the New Year with a very lively Faschibgnce on January 24. Some of
us will be going on a two week cruise starting Jary 30". | hope to see you all bac
at our Western Night coming up on February ?8with the outstanding Alpen
Diamanten. For the rest of the year we have goodhtis under contract, so | hope yo
are ready for a fun-filled 2009.

N

=

Dieter
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Upcoming functions:

February 28, 2009 Alpen Diamanten WestaghtN
March 4, 2009 Business Meeting Gulf Gataréry
March 8, 2009 Club Picnic Longwood Park
March 28, 2009 Alpen Diamanten Anniversagnce

Dances start at 7 pm at the Knights of Columbug, 48B0 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota, FL. For resemasi call Brigitte at
(941) 371-7786 or e-mail her latwetjen@verizon.neFor dinner reservations call Gerhard Glaesed4it) 923-4043 or
e-mail him agmglaesel@verizon.nePicnics start at 11:00 am and are free for meslgerests pay $8.00

Menu for February 28, 2009 Menu for March 28, 2009
Western Night Anniversary Dance
Skinless Wurst, Sauerkraut, Goulash with Dumpling,
Potato Salad Green Beans
Home Baked Bread — Butter Home Baked Bread - Butter
$6.00 $6.00
Dessert- $2.00, Coffee- free Dessert- $2.00, Coffee- free

On March 4'is our next Business Meeting. There are some @wtgbe made regarding the
future of our club, so we hope that as many meméegossible will attend. This important
meeting starts at 6:30 pm at the Gulf Gate Library.

After the election last November | listed the naraed terms of our Officers and Directors in the
December newsletter. There were, however, soms tiziéneed to be corrected:

Officers:
Dieter H. Schneider, President, new term expireseDwer 31, 2010
Gerhard Glaesel, Vice President, until Decembef810
Ernst Shillus, Treasurer, new term expires Decer8bheR010
Brigitte Wetjen, Membership Secretary, new termiegpDecember 31, 2010
Rosemarie Deutsch, Secretary, new term expiresrbleee31, 2010

Directors:
Lloyd Koontz, until December 31, 2009
Ron Stopperich, until December 31, 2010
Erwin Deutsch, until December 31, 2011
Erwin Wetjen, new term expires December 31, 2012
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The deadline for membership renewal has come and (anuary 1%
@ [ 2009). Brigitte Wetjen reports that there arel stillarge number of
@]@@ members who have not paid their dues for 2009 .selsave us repeated
i phone calls and requests by mailing a check of(§2per person, pay-
able to G.A.S.C. of Sarasota, to Brigitte as sosmp@ssible. Should you decide not to renew
your membership for whatever reason, we would tickbear from you also. Our new Member-

ship Directory will be delayed until we have a bettount. In the meantime | still accept
changes in address, telephone number or e-maiéssidor let Brigitte know).

On Sunday, March 29, 2009 is the next German Hgrifaay at the St. Petersburg Coliseum.
For a few years we chartered a bus to take usgasup to the festivities. However, that did not
work out too well, it seems people prefer their otnamsportation to come and leave as they
choose. We therefore make each attendee (our msroh8y) “a buy one, get one free” offer:
buy one ticket at $21.00 and get a second one Tiekets are for “Advance Sale ONLY” (no
tickets available at the door) and can be obtalnecdontacting Ron Stopperich at 358-0621.

As always we are happy to welcome these

Charles and Joanne Ballschmieder
Klaus and Sigi Offermann
Peter and Dorothea Sieling

N@W M@mb@fgz Steve and Mary Wittner

We have a few members who need our thoughts ardlgshes for their health concerns:
Hannelore Jedel, Rene Mitzewich and Brigitte Raxott

On January 12 we lost our long-time member and friend Konrad ptaagel. As many of you
remember he was still at our New Year's Eve Dance.
Konrad was born on April 3 1928 in Lauchhammer,
Germany, one of five children. He was a Master But-
cher, trained in Germany and worked for UsingerseFi
Sausage in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. After retirement i
1990 he moved to Sarasota, where he enjoyed tha war
weather, played cards and loved walking on Siega K
Beach. He was 80 years old, but young at hearhadd
a great sense of humor.
We extend our heartfelt condolences to his faniily,
especially to his loving long-time partner, Gis&mp

May he rest in peace.
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Die Faith Lutheran Church Iad ein zu einem DewsdBottesdienst am Sonntag, den 8. Februar
um 13 Uhr. Jeder ist herzlich willkommen, anschéied gibt es eine gemitliche Kaffeestunde.
Die Adresse ist: 7750 Beneva Road, Sarasota (HasBieck nordlich von der Westfield Mall,
Eingang vom Parkplatz). Telefon: 924-4664.

On January 18 our membebieter Krakow (with other Circus
Entertainers) was inducted into theing of Fame at St.
Armands Circle.
Dieter has performed as “Dieter Tasso” with hisgjurg act
(cups/saucers and teapot) for over 60 years andrdnasied the
world. He performed with major circuses includingngling
Brothers and Barnum and Bailey and has appearechamy
national television shows in the 1950s and 60shkie been a
regular for years at the “Crazy Horse” in Paristf@ened at
shows in Las Vegas, Busch Gardens in Tampa andeaook
cruise ships in the Caribbean.

Anneliese Mielcarek

The Southwest Florida Germanic Genealogy ResearopGwould like to invite any of our
members interested in genealogy to join them onmuzel 28" for a very informative seminar in
Port Charlotte.

Their speaker, Baerbel Johnson (“Putting Fleshhern@enealogical Skeleton”), is well known to
those doing research out in Salt Lake City whereishan International Reference Consultant.
She is a wonderful speaker and this is her firsetin Florida. To pre-register and for more
information as well as directions to the eventapkgo to websitevww.rootsweb.com/~flgarg
The fee for the seminar is $25.00 for members efSbuthwest Florida Germanic Genealogy
Research Group and $30.00 for non-members (itdedu box lunch).

Travel notes from Argentina

Well, we finally made it! For a long time we wadtto visit Buenos Aires again. Elizabeth and Joddkocame
with us. The flight from Miami took almost nine hguThe ride from Ezeiza (airport) to El Centrovahown) took
another hour. On the ride | kept looking here dreddé nonstop, for me it was "home" again!

Elizabeth and Joe had picked the finest and olae®t in the city, the old Plaza Hotel, and for @ek we enjoyed
the grand style. Downtown Buenos Aires is very amsolitan. The street "Calle Florida" is just likéraasury box,
one store next to the other: beautiful jewelry matidifferent stones found in the mines of Argeatifine leather
goods of such an elegant taste that it makes yt vard to decide which one to buy, original paigsirby the local
artists, all sorts of elegant wool products, yomaat!

From our hotel window we could see the "Plaza Santikl' (which is a Park with trees and flowerstlie tmiddle of
the City), but best of all, on the late afternoarescould watch couples, dressed in black, pragi@iango on the
Street. What a view!
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Our first Sunday was Mother's Day (which is celéddaon the third Sunday in October). We called sémeaids
and told them to meet us at "La Estancia” (a typiegentinean restaurant in the middle of downtovier)dinner.
We had a "Parrillada" which is all sorts of steada@isages and chicken on the grill, salads, "Pap&s" (french-
fries) and for dessert "flan con crema y dulceat#é" (custard with whipped cream and caramel)cddfse, we
also had good Red Wine from Mendoza, Argentina.

We took a tour of Buenos Aires. We visited "Thezalae Mayo" which is the original center of the/sithistorical
area. Founded by Juan de Garay in 1580 and sint@ i&s beehe Placefor all major political events. In the
same "Square” we could see different architectundtlings from different periods: "The Cabildo"ethPyramid of
May", the "Cathedral", the "Casa Rosada" (Pink H)uwghich is the Government House, the "Municipail@ng"
and many other 9and early 26 Century period buildings.

Our Tour went along the Southern area of BuenossAio the "San Telmo" quarter.
This "Quarter" originated in 1735 as a hamlet ie thutskirts of the City. Where
Dorrego Square is today, there used to be a residen the Bethlehemite Monks. This
guarter's population was made up of aristocratiilies until 1870, when they moved
to the northern area of the city escaping a plagiem Telmo then became a residential
neighborhood where the immigrants used to rent soddow the area has plenty of
antiqgue shops. From there we went to "La Boca’h® famous "Caminito” Street,
where the Tango was born. Each Building is painted different bright color and
visual artists offer their pieces of art for salée also went to "La Recoleta”, the old
cemetery in which many well known Argentines areidul like Eva Duarte de Peron.
We also went to see this middle and high classeighborhood of "Palermo"” which
was an inspiration for great writers.

One early morning, a minibus picked us up and taskto

"Estancia La Eloisa" which is in Las Heras in thats&irts of

Buenos Aires. This estancia’s specialty is trairpafp horses. We
did stay all day long enjoying this beautiful plagatching all the
different types of birds. One of them the "hornendiich builds his
nest very high on the light pole and makes his dn@ut of mud

with an opening no animal can go in except him. dlamers of

this estancia cooked for us a typical Argentinesada. We just did
not want to leave anymore! It was so very peaceful.

Finished with these adventures, Elizabeth and JoBeplek had to

go back to Florida. We said our good-byes and Fuitd | took the

overnight bus to the "Sierras Cordobesas", theiRecewof Cordoba

mountains. It took the double-decker sleeper-besesi hours to

get to our destination. Villa General Belgrano ispkace in

Cordoba, where since the early 1930s many Gernfawss,
Austrians and Hungarians are calling this place énofthe houses are built like in Europe, in brickl avith red
roofs. The stores have signs in German and Spaifisére are Bierstuben, Konditoreien, Berghitten, &t
October they have two weeks of Oktoberfest with d@stas de Alemania’, music-bands from Germany,
Switzerland, from all over Europe! We even wenséa one of the Altersheime (Home for the Eldeiyg could
not believe how good older people have it hereir then little home with red roof with the best vieiwom the
mountains.

And finally, after visiting family and friends weall to say...Aufwiedersehn...Hasta LaVista...

Don't dor me... Elsa and Fritz Rappold

Rosemarie Deutsch, 6803 Coyote Ridge Court, UsityePark, FL 34201, Tel. (941) 358-5088, e-naitlesa2@gmail.com



