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Dear Club Members, 
 
We had a very nice “Mai-Tanz” with Peter and Edith Müller a week ago. The 
turnout was good even though our snowbird friends and members are back 
home. Peter and Edith kept us singing and dancing and everybody seemed to 
be having a lot of fun. 
 
There will not be a dance in June, but on July 10th the Alpen Diamanten are 
entertaining us at our Sommerfest. 
 
Marlies and I have travel plans in September and October. We are going to 
Germany and later on join a group of 10 club members to cruise the 
Mediterranean for 28 days (Spain, Monaco, France,  Italy, Greece, Turkey ) 
and back across the Atlantic to Ft. Lauderdale. 
 
My best wishes to all of you for a wonderful summer and let’s hope we will not 
be plagued by too many storms. 
 

Dieter 
 

There will not be an August Newsletter this year. In the lazy, hazy (speak 
humid) days of our summers there tend to be very little club news and/or 
activities. Most everybody is enjoying family and friends, trips to near and far or 
just outings. So we will save some printer ink and stamps and skip right to 
October for our next Newsletter. Be well. 
 

Rosemarie 
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A warm welcome to our  John Alexander 

        Allan and Julie Chrytowski (rejoined) 
        Fritz Hermann 
        Jutta LaPinta 

               Chris Midili 
 
 
Our Sunshine Lady, Irene Carlon, reports that Donna Blunden, Trudy Keating and Gudrun 
Schymanek need our thoughts and good wishes for a speedy and complete recovery. 
 
Gerhard Glaesel needs some help with his chores. It would be with the preparation of the food 
and cleanup during the dances and the assembly of napkin and cutlery goods for both the dinners 
and picnics. If some of you are willing to lend him a hand so that his job becomes less taxing and 
he can continue to serve us in the wonderful way he has in the past. The more volunteers we 
have, the more we can rotate the extra help. Please contact him at (941) 923-4043 or let any of 
the other officers know. 

Upcoming functions: 
 
   July 10, 2010        Alpen Diamanten   Sommerfest 
 
   September 25, 2010        Tropical Squeeze   Oktoberfest 
 
   October 23, 2010        Alpen Diamanten   Weinfest 
 
   November 3, 2010        General Membership Mtg.  + ELECTION,  
         Gulf Gate Library 
 
Dances start at 7 pm at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 4880 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota, FL. For reservations call Brigitte at 
(941) 371-7786 or e-mail her at b.wetjen@verizon.net and the deadline is Wednesday before the event unless otherwise 
indicated. For dinner reservations call Gerhard Glaesel at (941) 923-4043 or e-mail him at gmglaesel@verizon.net and the 
deadline is Tuesday before the event.  General Membership Meetings start at 6:30 pm. 
 

Menu for July 10, 2010 
 Sommerfest 

Skinless Hot Dog, Potato Salad,  
Sauerkraut, 

German Bread - Butter  
$6.00 

 
Dessert - $2.00, Coffee - free 

 

Menu for September 25, 2010 
 Oktoberfest 

 
1 Weisswurst, 1 Frankfurter, 

Potato Salad, Sauerkraut,  
Pretzel  
$6.00 

 
Dessert - $2.00, Coffee - free 

 



�������	���
�����
�
��������
�������
�������������� �������������������������� Page 3  
 
 We still have hats (baseball type) for sale. They are white with the GASC logo in front. The cost 
is $14.00 per hat, one size fits all (adjustable in the back). Lloyd Koontz is coordinating the sale. 
Please contact him for more details by calling (941) 952-0832 and make checks payable to 
GASC of Sarasota when ordering. 
 
I just received a dance schedule from the German American Club of Manatee in Bradenton. If 
you feel like some extra dancing, here are their dates for the rest of the year: 
 
 September 11, 2010 - “Harmony” with Mary Ann & Tom Estock 
 October 9, 2010       -  Sepp Diepolder 
 November 13, 2010 -  “Harmony” with Mary Ann & Tom Estock 
 December 3, 2010   -  Christmas Dinner Dance at Bradenton CC with Mario DeLeon 
 
For reservation call Elvira Sommerfeld at (941) 761-3833 
 
 
 
 
 
Die Vizepräsidentin des europäischen Parlaments Koch-Rehring fordert ein Verbot des Ganzkörper-
schleiers in ganz Europa. "……die vollständige Verhüllung sei ein aufdringliches Bekenntnis zu Werten, 
die wir nicht teilen." 
 
Polizei nimmt 250 Neonazis in Berlin fest. 
 
Ist Berlin noch eine deutsche Stadt oder schon fest in türkischer Hand? 
 
Im April nahm Aussenminister v. Guttenberg an der Beisetzung von 7 Deutschen in Afghanistan ge-
fallenen Soldaten teil. Er rechnet mit noch mehr Gefallenen. Ganz oben auf der Liste steht aber die 
Betreuung seelisch versehrter Soldaten und ihrer Familien. 
 
Berlin will per Gesetz Migranten bei der Einstellung in den öffentlichen Dienst bevorzugen. Rechtliche 
Hürden will die rot-rote Regierung umgehen. Ausserdem soll der Begriff "Kirchliche Feiertage" aus den 
Gesetzestexten gestrichen und durch "Religiöse Feiertage" ersetzt werden. 
 
Euro rutscht unter $1.30 
 
Sparen- Sparen- Sparen. -   In allen Euroländern ist die Neuverschuldung besorgniserregend. Aus dem 
griechischen "Buschfeuer" darf kein "Waldbrand" werden! Griechenlandhilfe könnte sehr teuer werden. 
Deutschland übernimmt fast 1/3 der restlichen 26 Staaten - 22 Milliarden Euros - und wahrscheinlich 
reicht das nocht nicht einmal. Es werden schon Stimmen laut, Deutschland sollte die Währungsunion 
verlassen. Es macht keinen Spass, immer nur der Zahlmeister zu sein!! 
 
Altkanzler Helmut Kohl wurde 80 Jahre alt. Dies wurde mit 800 Ehrengästen gefeiert. "Es war ein Leben, 
von dem ich sagen kann, es hat einen Sinn gehabt." Bei seiner Ansprache wurde Bundeskanzlerin Merkel 
nicht erwähnt. 

 
                                                                                                             Angelika Overdiek 
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Travel Report: Petra 
     
Petra, known as the “Lost City of Stone,”  is still veiled in mystery.   Petra was the name given by Greek and Roman 
traders meaning rock in Greek.  It is a richly historic and archeological city in Jordan known for its rock-cut archi-
tecture and water conduit systems.  It remained unknown to the Western world until it was introduced by the Swiss 
explorer Johann Ludwig Burkhardt in 1812.   Described by John William Burgon in a sonnet as a “rose-red city half 
as old as time”, Petra, acclaimed by UNESCO to be “one of the most precious cultural properties of man’s cultural 
heritage” became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985.  

Did you know that it was chosen as one of the New Seven Wonders of the World in 2007? 
 
When we were planning our Egypt tour, the opportunity to explore Petra was offered and accepted. At the Amman, 
Jordan airport we were met by a bus and headed to southwestern Jordan.  We traveled through the hilly district of 
Mt. Nebo (Moses’ burial place) with grand views of the Jordan Valley and Dead Sea.  We traveled the international 
trade route used for the last 5000 years called the Kings Way.  Our route was dotted with picturesque historic sites 
mentioned in the Bible.  Our destination was the ancient city of Petra set deep on the western side of the limestone 
plateau of Jordan. We were fortunate to find our lovely lodgings were situated at the entrance to the ancient city.   
   
Why did this region east of the Jordan-Dead Sea rift appeal to the nomadic Nabatean Arabs about 500 B.C.?  It 
could have been the presence of many natural caves that could be easily converted to dwellings and storehouses for 
food.   Natural springs offered water to sustain its people, animals, and crops.  Its location also afforded good 
protection because of its difficult access.  How were we tourists going to explore this vast city reached only by a 
narrow 200 meter deep gorge? 
 
The only easy access is through a half mile long narrow passage.  Our preparation required good shoes, sun protect-
tion, and water.  We left early in the morning before the heat of the day. The entire terrain was rocky and uneven.  
The narrow path was shared by pedestrians and donkeys.  There was an option to mount a mule for a short stretch 
after hard bargaining with its owner. The ability to mount the mule was also a requirement which some tourists 
lacked with many sliding off.  The most difficult part of the hike was to watch your footing while observing the 
magnificent sightings.  Numerous rock-cut shrines and inscribed niches were etched into the Nabatean cliffs.  Many 
inscriptions revealed religious practices and also included private family worship.  Many sacred banquet rooms 
indicated Nabatean worship.  Communal feasts had celebrated religious festivals and honored the dead.  Much of 
their religion is not yet well known today except that it had enduring power and strength to last beyond Christianity. 
 
We were instantly spellbound as we walked along the long, winding sandstone canyon known as the Siq.    Minor 
carvings could be spotted here and there along the Siq, but the most impressive sights were the rose, crimson, and 
purple sandstone patterns in the rock walls and the surrounding hills. There were also actual remains of terracotta  
pipes built into the sides of the canyon that were used to carry water.  

 
Suddenly at one turn in the path a grand, spectacular massive Treasury building 
emerged with its overwhelming size.  Why did it look so familiar?  Filmmakers 
were given permission to film scenes from Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade 
to publicize the newly found wonder of the world. It is said that Petra’s massive 
Treasury with its porticos and pillars was the storeroom for the Queen of 
Sheba’s gifts to Solomon.  Inner rooms are now closed to the public.  The urn 
atop the Treasury structure  was a main attraction for all (with cameras clicking 
away).  It had been rumored that the urn contained the Pharaoh’s hidden 
treasure.  Thus, the urn revealed the bullet pock marks where Bedouin travelers 
throughout the years have tested the theory of its contents. 
 
Walking through the red city of Petra one realized that, unlike other cities, Petra 
is actually carved into the solid red sandstone cliffs.   The Street of Facades 
appeared past the next bend.   The sight was amazing as the large canyon was 
lined with the facades of various tombs.  At the end of the Street of Facades was 
a 700-seat Roman Theater.  It had been created by the Nabateans, but enlarged 
later by the Romans.  It is still used today.   Petra’s streets and architecture 
sprawled  along  winding  gullies  and   up  steep  cliffs  much  as  our  sprawling  
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suburbs do today.   Besides the grandeur of its tombs and temples, the valley floor reached into natural terraces and 
side neighborhoods.  Endless suburbs crowded with neighborhoods flanked the main road.  How did they achieve 
such  a  civilization?   The water system had supported a booming population of 20,000 at its height around 50 A.D.   
   
As we approached a crossroad, there was a rest stop with a restaurant at the far end of the Roman Highway. (What a 
long stretch to have gone without provisions!)   A neighboring building housed a small museum.   Elegant pottery 
used by residents of Petra for food and drink was displayed as were bronze lamps to provide light.  Boldly painted 
stucco walls decorated their homes.  Merchants and the ruling elite had left their marks.  The ordinary people whose 
houses were mud-brick and who had no gold had passed away with  stories yet to be told. 
 
A few very physically fit people decided to climb the 800 steps to the Monastery.  Martin participated and reported 
splendid views.  The Monastery itself is the largest carved monument in Petra.  It dates back to the 1st century A.D.  
The rest of us ambled back on the tough roads, many needing assistance if one could find some transportation.    
Remember that the only modes of transport allowed within Petra are two or four footed animals such as the camel, 
donkey, or horse.  None offered a ride all the way back to the entrance so much haggling was witnessed en route.   
 
The sun’s rays in the late afternoon  made it increasingly difficult to see the fine inscriptions  on the monuments.   
Fortunately we had stopped in the morning hours to enjoy their intricate lines. The writings are said  to give us clues 
as to their original writers.  Their common written language was the most widespread of the ancient Near East.  
They wrote on scrolls of leather and papyrus which have  since disintegrated.  The 4,000 stone inscriptions written 
in Nabatean have survived to give us the history.  More than 80% of the inscriptions are signatures of people to 
record their religious devotion. 
 
How did Petra become such a spectacular capital city with lush gardens, ornately decorated houses and elaborate 
monuments?  First of all, the kingdoms of the Edomites and Nabataeans chose it as a trading center.  Secondly, the 
Nabateans knew the area and provided shelter and water for the caravan routes.  Carrying goods from Arabia to the 
Mediterranean was risky and required good knowledge of the desert.  Since the Nabateans were originally nomadic, 
they had this information and placed settlements along the caravan routes strategically.  Thirdly, foreign traders paid 
tolls and custom taxes in the Nabataean territory and beyond.  This income helped finance the commercial empire. 
Two major ancient caravan routes carried incense, spices and perfume along these ways.  Then roads were built into 
the valley.  Commercial traffic increased steadily from the 1st century B.C. to the 1st century A.D.  It kept up with 
the growing demand for luxury goods in Rome, Greece, and Egypt.  Petra became a bustling center of international 
commerce and culture.   
 
Petra had its capital located there from the 4th century B.C. until the Roman occupation in 106 A.D.  Petra is referred 
to as Sela in the Bible (II KINGS 14:7) Petra remained a religious center of Arabia and was included in the province 
of Arabia Petraea under the Romans in the 2nd and 3rd centuries.  It was an early seat of Christianity, conquered by 
Muslims in the 7th century. However, it was recaptured by the Crusaders in the 12th century who built a citadel there. 
 
What happened to Petra’s glory?  Trade routes  had gradually shifted and Petra  lost its control of commerce.  In 
addition, the city suffered an earthquake in 363 A.D.  Not only did it destroy the main theater and its major temples, 
the quake also disrupted the water supply system. (Walking along the roads one could observe large cracks in the 
water pipes.)  Petra soon declined after this catastrophe.  By 700 A.D. the valley had lost its 20,000 population and 
dwindled to a flock of shepherds. 
 
In conclusion, Petra remains a mystery!  Less than one-twentieth of this ancient city has been unearthed.  New 
wonders are revealed by Jordanian, French, and Swiss archeologists regularly.   In 1998,  excavators found a pool 
complex near the Great Temple.  A villa was discovered in 2000 and in 2003 rock-cut tombs came to light beneath 
the Treasury. 
 
Why should you visit Petra?  It was one of the most civilized peoples of antiquity.  Petra was chiseled by hand into 
the sandstone cliffs of southern Jordan.  Its people were engineers and artists who formed free standing temples and 
nearly 3000 rock-cut tombs, dwellings, banquet halls, altars, and niches.  Structures were elaborately carved, 
covered with stucco and brightly painted.  These structures created a spectacle of brilliant facades set against a 
backdrop of natural rose-colored cliffs.  Nowhere in our travels have we visited such a spectacular location for an 
ancient city. 
         Janet and Martin Link 
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In her real estate career Inna is devoted to her clients, to 
provide the best service. She is working internationally with 
many real estate companies throughout the world, so she can 
assure her customers the best possible exposure for their 
properties and with her international team of professionals, 
Inna can assure the seamless transaction. 
 
Whether you are buying or selling your home, Inna’s 
dedication and determination make her the go to person here 
in the greater Sarasota, Florida area. Clients and colleagues 
alike can attest to her abilities and experience to get the job 
done. Her talent is an equal part of instinct and experience in 
the real estate industry.  
 

Numerous people in Inna’s network refer their business associates, friends, and family to her when they travel to Florida. The 
referrals are an extremely effective tool due to the fact the Euro is stronger than the US dollar.  

Inna is aware that marketing is the key to success and dedicates a lot of time doing as such. Over the years being professional, 
Inna has learned how to market the greater Sarasota area successfully. She employs the Internet, Direct Mail, Flyers, Realtor 
Networking, Local Publications and numerous other marketing techniques.  

When your future endeavors call for a Real Estate Professional please remember Inna Snyder, Sarasota’s International Realtor! 

 

 
Variety of Imported Meats, 
Cheeses and Pastas, 
European Sausages, Caviar, 
Sturgeon, Smoked Fish, 
Norwegian Salmon, Breads 
& Rolls, large Selection of 
Imported Jams & Jellies, 
Imported Oils and 
Vegetables, European 
Cakes, Cookies, Candies 
and Wines.   
Many other Gourmet 
Specialties in Stock! 
 

A Taste of Europe 
Gourmet Market 

2212 Gulf Gate Drive 
(South of Gulf Gate Mall) 

Sarasota 921-9084 
 
 
Blue Jeans  - Levi Strauss was born in 1829 as Löb Strauss in Buttenheim, Bavaria. He immigrated to 
New York at the age of 16. When news of the California gold rush reached him, he moved to San 
Francisco, where he hoped to make his fortune selling supplies to prospectors. As fate would have it, both 
prospectors and miners often complained about easily torn cotton “bridges” and pockets, which gave Levi 
an idea. Strauss started manufacturing durable work pants using a canvas-like material known as cotton 
duck. In 1872, a Nevada tailor named Jacob Davis suggested placing metal rivets at stress points for 
greater strength. They received a US patent on May 20, 1873 and the Levi Jeans were born. 
 
          Rosemarie Deutsch,  6803 Coyote Ridge Court,  University Park, FL  34201,  Tel. (941) 358-5088, e-mail: rodesa2@gmail.com    


