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Dear Club Members, 
 
I hope that all of our members and friends had a wonderful summer and are 
ready for the activities that we have lined up for the rest of the year. Some of 
our snowbirds have returned already and I welcome you. 
 
A couple of month ago I informed you that the Knights of Columbus wanted 
to sell their hall and therefore we were looking for a new place to have our 
monthly dances. Well, the situation has changed. The Knights informed me 
recently that the hall is not for sale anymore and offered us a new contract for 
2010. The contract is already signed and I am now working on the schedule 
and bands for next year. 
 
We are still going to the Oktoberfest in Cape Coral. The bus I wanted to 
charter was too expensive, so right now it looks like we will be going with 
private cars. If you want to go and give or share a ride, call me (966-6006) and 
I will try to group people together. Right now we are about 20 members that 
will meet on October 18th, 2009 at the Oktoberfest. I’ll call the people in Cape 
Coral and reserve seating for our club. 
 
Please keep in mind, our Business Meeting will be held on November 4th, 2009 
at the Gulf Gate Library. It will start at 6:30 pm. Among other things we will 
be voting on one of the Club Directors position. 
 
        Dieter 
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The Club Picnic on November 8th starts at 11:00 am as always at the Longwood Park and is free 
for our club members only. Guests pay $8.00 per person. The cut-off date for reservations is 
October 28, 2009. 
 
The Christmas Party on December 12th is also free for all members of our club. Please bring your 
current membership cards as proof when checking in at the door. Other clubs’ memberships will 
not be accepted that evening. Guests pay $15.00 at the door (with dinner included). The cut-off 
date for reservations is November 25, 2009. Please let Brigitte Wetjen know as soon as you 
decide to attend. We will serve Chicken Cordon Bleu, potato patties, asparagus, rolls and butter. 
 
New Year’s Eve seems so far away, but the plans are firm and reservations have already been 
received. Please note that the party will start again at 8:00 pm. There will be NO dinner. We will 
provide hors d’oeuvres on every table as well as a bottle of champagne per table for midnight 
toasting. Peter Müller will keep us entertained until 1:00 am. The price for this evening is $35.00 
 
       
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Upcoming functions through the end of the year: 
 
    October 24, 2009        Peter Müller   Weinfest 
 
    November 4, 2009        Business Meeting   Gulf Gate Library 
 
    November 8, 2009        Club Picnic   Longwood Park 
 
    November 21, 2009        Alpen Diamanten   Wiener Abend 
 
    December 12, 2009        Sepp Diepolder   Christmas Party 
 
    December 31, 2009        Peter  Müller   New Year’s Eve 
 
Dances start at 7 pm at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 4880 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota, FL. For reservations call Brigitte at 
(941) 371-7786 or e-mail her at b.wetjen@verizon.net and the deadline is Wednesday before the event unless otherwise 
indicated (see below). For dinner reservations call Gerhard Glaesel at (941) 923-4043 or e-mail him at 
gmglaesel@verizon.net and the deadline is Tuesday before the event.  

 

Menu for November 21, 2009 
Wiener Abend 

 
Skinless Bauernwurst,  

Potato Salad, Sauerkraut 
German Bread 

 
$6.00 

 
Dessert - $2.00, Coffee - free 

 

Menu for October 24, 2009 
 Weinfest 

 
Hessischer Schinken,  

(Hessian Ham) 

Bratkartoffel, Sauerkraut,  
German Bread 

 
$6.00 

 
Dessert - $2.00, Coffee - free 



German-American Social Club of Sarasota -                                  Page 3 

 
            We warmly welcome  

 

        Tony and Tanya Bakota   
 

 
A few of our members need our thoughts and well-wishes for a speedy recovery:  
 

     Donna Blunden,             Elvira Sommerfeld,   Ingrid Wach 
 

 
 
 On Friday, September 11, 2009 we lost our 
long-time member and GASC President from 
1991 through 1993, Erika Paschek. She died 
of complications with pneumonia. We will 
miss her dearly, but Brigitte and Erwin 
Wetjen most of all. They were her lifeline, 
taking her shopping, to the doctor, the 
hospital, emergency, and so on. 
 
At her Memorial Service at Sunnyside 
Village, the adjective that best described 
Erika by all who remembered her so fondly 
that day was ‘vivacious’ and she never 
passed up a chance for a good time.   
 
Here is another glimpse into her life: 

 
Erika Paschek and her husband Kurt were born in Germany while the country was still suffering from the 
aftermath of World War I. Then as young adults they lived through the Nazi era and the horrors of World 
War II. Erika was sick of war and afraid there would be another one. She felt there was no future for her 
family in Germany and dreamed of going to America. It seemed impossible, though, because immigrants 
to the U.S. had to be sponsored by a U.S. citizen.  
 
The Pascheks got their chance when Erika’s best friend moved to New York City and begged the 
Pascheks to join them. She even arranged for a sponsor, so in 1951, Erika, Kurt and 10-year-old Joe sailed 
for the “promised land”. 
 
The family settled in the German community of Yorkville on Manhattan Island. By 1955 Erika’s whole 
family had come to America. After twelve years in New York, the Pascheks moved to Oakland, New 
Jersey where Erika found work as an insurance supervisor for Mercedes Benz. She remained there until 
she retired. 
 
They loved Florida and enjoyed many summer vacations on Lido Beach. In 1977 they moved to Sarasota 
permanently. They joined two German-American clubs and had an active social life. They loved to dance 
and travel. Their most memorable trip was a 50th wedding gift from their son, Joe, to England on the 
Concord and back on the Q.E. II. A year after Kurt’s death in 2005, Erika moved into Royal Palm Garden 
at Sunnyside in April of 2006. 

May she rest in peace. 
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The German American Club of Manatee County invites you to a social dance: 

Bayshore Community Recreation Center 
6919 26th Street West, Bradenton 

 
October 10, 2009 - Klement & Michal 
November 14, 2009 - Mario DeLeon 
January 9, 2010 - Just the 2 of Us 
February 13, 2010 - Peter Müller 
March 13, 2010 - Sepp Diepolder 
April 10, 2010  - Mario DeLeon 
May 8, 2010  - Just the 2 of Us 
 
 
 
On September 3, 2009 we received the following e-mail: 
 
Dear Dieter. 

The Fraternal Order Of Eagles, the club you had your monthly dances at one time, is having an 
outside Oktoberfest on October 24th, 2009 from 12-5p.m.. The German-American club members 
are invited. Please inform your members. There are quite a few that miss having you at our club.  
Sincerely,  
Todd and Sharon Myers 
Fraternal Order of Eagles #2756 
2926 Wilkinson Road 
Sarasota, Fl 34231 
941-923-6788 
 
 

Variety of Imported Meats, 
Cheeses and Pastas, 
European Sausages, Caviar, 
Sturgeon, Smoked Fish, 
Norwegian Salmon, Breads 
& Rolls, large Selection of 
Imported Jams & Jellies, 
Imported Oils and 
Vegetables, European 
Cakes, Cookies, Candies 
and Wines.   
Many other Gourmet 
Specialties in Stock! 
 

A Taste of Europe 
Gourmet Market 

2212 Gulf Gate Drive 
(South of Gulf Gate Mall) 

Sarasota 921-9084 

7:00 to 10:00 pm 
 

BYOB, snacks and soft drinks available. 
 

$6.00 non-members, $4.00 members pp 
 

RSVP – Elvira (941) 761-3833 
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About a month ago, Dieter received two letters from the United German-American Society of 

Florida, Inc. It would take almost 4 pages to bring them to you in its entirety, so I will highlight 

the intent of those letters: 

 

Dear President and Delegate: 
 
On behalf of your UGASF Nominating Committee for 2010 – Fritz Eggerts, Michael Reis and 
myself, Kurt Freiter, Chairman/UGASF Vice President, we are requesting that you as your 
Club’s President or respective UGASF delegate, present to your board and membership the 
following request: Our request is that you present this letter and the enclosed letter from Past 
President Fritz Eggerts to your membership and encourage any interested or qualified individuals 
inclusive of yourselves who could or would volunteer their time in serving in any of the four (4) 
positions open this year, including as the new UGASF Executive. 
 
The four (4) positions that need to be filled at the upcoming UGASF November membership 
meeting are for the office of: President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. All are for a 
term of 2 years. As the Nominating Committee it is our task to seek out candidates for these very 
important positions to be voted on at the November 7th, 2009 meeting, which will be held at the 
German-American Club of Central Florida in Casselberry.   
 

• Why do we need UGASF 

• What has UGASF ever done for us 
 
were the questions that came up. 
………………. Ethnic diversity has been the core and strength of this country and its people. It 
is important that we reach back and remind one another of the ethnically rich Heritage that 
Germans brought with them. The contributions we have made over the years helped this country 
that we call home and hopefully we can continue it through our contribution and support of the 
UGASF organization. Building on common values and experiences, we the members of UGASF 
have worked together over the years as partners to achieve the goals as set out in our Mission 
Statement, Charter and By-laws. ………. In appreciation to all who contributed to the success of 
the first years of UGASF, and in joyful anticipation of the future we would appreciate if each of 
you would give some serious thoughts to running for any of the executive positions. …………. 
 
signed: Kurt Freiter, Vice President/Nominating Committee Chairman, e-mail address: 
kfreiter@bellsouth.net, phone (561) 586-5346 
 
Letter from Fritz Eggerts, Past President to support above: 
 
……. As a Founding President I have found the organization to be a very worthwhile but 
sometimes challenging organization, an organization worth keeping alive, supporting and 
moving forward. It is unfortunate that the members of the member clubs of UGASF are finding it 
difficult to support the original dream of its founders and founding Presidents, and that the 
enthusiasm of the beginning is not there today. 
 
(a short history follows) ………..The Corporation is organized and shall be operated for the 
purposes of promoting German customs and traditions by unifying member German-American  
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Clubs in the State of Florida by furthering communications and cooperation among member 
organizations and by representing member organizations on a State and National level………  
  
Unfortunately, like the many club members of UGASF, the respective members of these Clubs 
are getting older, and therefore, the lack of interest in UGASF is not because the spirit is not 
willing but the body is getting weaker and causing lack of participation. It is always sad to see a 
member club of UGASF having to retire their Flag, as in 2007, when the membership of the 
German American Club “Friendship” of Bonita Springs was disbanded. The reality of more 
clubs finding themselves under similar circumstances is disheartening. 
 
In closing it is my fervent hope that this will not happen, and that in fact we get new clubs to be 
founded and become members, thereby regenerating the spirit of the early years of UGASF. 
 
signed: Fritz Eggerts, Past President, email: feggerts@cfl.rr.com, phone (386) 428-3224  

 
 
 

History of the Jack-o’lantern 
 
Pumpkin carving is a popular part of modern America's Halloween celebration. Come October, pumpkins 
can be found everywhere in the country from doorsteps to dinner tables. Despite the widespread carving 
that goes on in this country every autumn, few Americans really know why or when the jack-o'lantern 
tradition began. Or, for that matter, whether the pumpkin is a fruit or a vegetable. Read on to find out! 
 
People have been making jack-o'lanterns at Halloween for centuries. The practice originated from an Irish 
myth about a man nicknamed "Stingy Jack." According to the story, Stingy Jack invited the Devil to have 
a drink with him. True to his name, Stingy Jack didn't want to pay for his drink, so he convinced the Devil 
to turn himself into a coin that Jack could use to buy their drinks. Once the Devil did so, Jack decided to 
keep the money and put it into his pocket next to a silver cross, which prevented the Devil from changing 
back into his original form. Jack eventually freed the Devil, under the condition that he would not bother 
Jack for one year and that, should Jack die, he would not claim his soul. The next year, Jack again tricked 
the Devil into climbing into a tree to pick a piece of fruit. While he was up in the tree, Jack carved a sign 
of the cross into the tree's bark so that the Devil could not come down until the Devil promised Jack not to 
bother him for ten more years. 
 
Soon after, Jack died. As the legend goes, God would not allow such an unsavory figure 
into heaven. The Devil, upset by the trick Jack had played on him and keeping his word 
not to claim his soul, would not allow Jack into hell. He sent Jack off into the dark night 
with only a burning coal to light his way. Jack put the coal into a carved-out turnip and 
has been roaming the Earth with ever since. The Irish began to refer to this ghostly figure 
as "Jack of the Lantern," and then, simply "Jack o’Lantern”. 
 
In Ireland and Scotland, people began to make their own versions of Jack's lanterns by carving scary faces 
into turnips or potatoes and placing them into windows or near doors to frighten away Stingy Jack and 
other wandering evil spirits. In England, large beets are used. Immigrants from these countries brought 
the jack o'lantern tradition with them when they came to the United States. They soon found that 
pumpkins, a fruit native to America, make perfect jack-o'lanterns. 
 
 
                Rosemarie Deutsch,  6803 Coyote Ridge Court,  University Park, FL  34201,  Tel. (941) 358-5088, e-mail: rodesa2@gmail.com 


